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BOOK REVIEWS
Gilles Pécout (ed.)
Penser les frontières de 
l’Europe du XIXe au XXIe 
siècle. Elargissement et union: 
approches historiques
Paris: Presses Universitaires de 
France, 2004. 380 pp.
Silvia Salvatici (ed.)
Confini. Costruzioni, 
Attraversamenti, 
Rappresentazioni
Catanzaro: Rubbettino, 2005. 
245 pp.
by Konstantina Zanou
University of Pisa and École Normale 
Supérieure, Paris
Both books presented here are proceedings of 
conferences. The first one contains the contri-
butions of a conference organised by the École 
Normale Supérieure and held in Paris in March 
2003. The second one brings together the con-
tributions of a conference organised by the So-
cietà Italiana di Studi di Storia Contemporanea 
(SISSCO) at Bolzano in September 2004. 
The choice to review these two books to-
gether emanates from the observation that 
both of them are grounded in the actuality 
of the debates on borders. In what is clearly 
declared or indirectly implied by the editors 
and contributors, the central axes of both 
books is the idea that borders are not “given 
natural divisions” but products of complex 
historical processes, constructs that should 
be analysed and re-examined in their histo-
ricity and transitionality. Moreover, in both 
books ‘borders’ appear not only as physical, 
geographical and political divisions but also 
as bearers of a multiplicity of symbolic and 
metaphorical significances. 
Penser les frontières de l’Europe du XIXe 
au XXIe siècle. Elargissement et union: ap-
proches historiques, edited by Gilles Pécout, 
is part of a series published on the occasion 
of the recent enlargement of the European 
Union. Its specificity regarding other books of 
this kind lies in the fact that it collects essays 
not only political in nature, but also historical, 
involving also contributions by geographers, 
jurists and economists. As the editor un-
derlines in his introduction, the aspiration 
of the collection is not to write a history of 
the ‘idea of Europe’, but rather to discuss 
the existence, the meanings and the limits 
that this idea assumed throughout various 
historical periods, thus avoiding possible 
anachronisms. In other words, the aim is not 
to build a European history or identity, but to 
examine the various appearances of the no-
tion of ‘Europe’ (by analysing the uses and 
the ambiguities of political vocabulary) and 
the frontiers that this idea implied (according 
to the logics of inclusion/exclusion) from the 
nineteenth century onwards. 
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The book is divided into three parts. The 
first two are clearly of a historic character. 
The third part on the other hand, which gath-
ers a series of contributions dedicated to the 
countries recently integrated into the Euro-
pean Union or to the candidate countries, is 
characterised by a more political tone. 
The first part of the book constitutes three 
articles, which treat the theme of Europe in 
relation to savant or intellectual thought and 
organisation, especially during the eighteenth 
and nineteenth centuries. Thus, Maurice 
Agulhon discusses Victor Hugo’s vision of 
a “United States of Europe”, particularly as 
this was formulated from 1850 to 1880. Hugo 
believed that what impeded the fraternisation 
of all the nations of Europe were the mon-
archies. He envisaged that only with the es-
tablishment of republican governments in all 
of Europe, composed by free, democratically 
educated citizens, could peace be achieved, 
leading finally to the creation of a “European 
Republic” or, as he called it, a “United States 
of Europe”. After exposing Hugo’s vision, the 
author tries to place it in its historical context, 
outlining the developments that Hugo could 
not have naturally envisioned, such as glo-
balisation, colonisation, and fascism. 
Françoise Waquet examines the relation 
between the idea of Europe and the Répub-
lique des Lettres from the sixteenth to eight-
eenth centuries. Taking as a starting point the 
savants’ definitions concerning the Répub-
lique des Lettres, she demonstrates that they 
generally conceived it in global terms. But the 
author gradually reveals that by “global” the 
savants actually meant “European”, and by 
“European” they meant “Western European”. 
The universality of knowledge was not then 
really universal, as it was presumed to be 
restricted to certain nations of Occidental 
Europe. This perception and the consequent 
partition of knowledge were reinforced by the 
division of space based on the climatic theory, 
broadly accepted during this period.
The third article of the first part, written by 
Christophe Charle, takes as its starting point 
the rejection of the Manichean binary scheme 
that sees the decline of the République des 
Lettres at the beginning of the nineteenth 
century as the end of the internationalisation 
of intellectual networks. The author sustains 
that the emergence of nation-states and the 
consequent nationalisation of intellectual 
sources proceeded hand-in-hand with a new 
kind of internationalisation and Europeanisa-
tion of the various intellectual networks. This 
was effected by new means such as university 
exchanges, congresses, the multiplication of 
translations, and scientific journals. In order 
to demonstrate his argument, the author ex-
amines the character of networks developed 
during the period from 1850 to 1915 in two 
different fields: that of the university (student 
migration, missions, teaching abroad and sci-
entific journals) and that of literature (literary 
trends and exchanges).
The second part of the book appears more 
heterogeneous. It contains six contributions, 
in the main written by historians (but also by 
jurists and geographers), which discuss the 
theme of European frontiers in the nineteenth 
and twentieth centuries, adopting different 
points of view. In his article, Gilles Pécout 
concentrates on a series of nineteenth-century 
French geographical texts in order to under-
stand the way in which the idea of Europe 
was evoked in this period. The author’s main 
presupposition is that the nineteenth-century 
perception of Europe as a political, geographi-
cal and cultural entity is totally different from 
the perception of Europe in the twentieth 
century. It is thus anachronistic to speak of 
nineteenth-century Europe in the same terms 
as the twentieth-century European Union, or 
even to consider that the Union has its roots 
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in nineteenth-century geographical and po-
litical conceptions. In fact, his examination of 
nineteenth-century geographers’ texts shows 
that they spoke about continental frontiers only 
through the restricted lens of the political limits 
of nation-states. They were reluctant to define 
Europe in macro-geopolitical terms, as the an-
tagonisms between the various nation-states 
did not yet permit a united vision of Europe. The 
geopolitical impasse in defining Europe is just 
one of the aspects traced by the author in the 
nineteenth-century conceptions of Europe. He 
specifies another two basic notions in the dis-
cussions developed around the continent in this 
period: those of a “Europe without limits” and 
of the polemical perception of the natural fron-
tiers of Europe. In the first case, Europe was 
considered as the matrix of civilisation, imply-
ing in this way its universality and its tendency 
to extend its frontiers throughout the world. In 
the second case, Europe was viewed as the 
“peninsular appendix of Asia”, a vision that gen-
erated a series of debates which attempted to 
define which areas constituted Europe.
The same susceptibility to defining ‘Eu-
rope’ as a stable reality also characterises 
Pierre-Yves Péchoux’s article. Considering 
‘Europe’ more a social and mental construc-
tion than a natural reality, the author (even 
as a professor of geography himself) doubts 
the necessity to trace clear geographical 
frontiers for an entity which is in continuous 
movement and change. 
In his contribution Robert Frank calls in-
stead for greater attention to be given to the 
uses of the terms ‘Europe’ and ‘European’, 
and offers a useful distinction of a number 
of terms: “Europe as a continent” is Europe 
in the geographical sense, even though this 
is hardly delimited; “Europe as a civilisation” 
is the European cultural identity, the eu-
ropéanité, as this was constructed over the 
centuries; “Europe as an idea” is Europe as a 
political dream; “Europe as a movement” is 
a more recently established European con-
sciousness, the political européisme which 
launched the construction of Europe; “Eu-
rope as an organisation” is the institutional 
existence of Europe since the mid-twentieth 
century. The author observes, moreover, that 
that européanité and européisme are not nec-
essarily proceeding hand-in-hand: one may 
feel European but may not share the vision of 
creating Europe (as the cases of Norway and 
Switzerland demonstrate).
The second part of the book ends with 
articles by Antoine Vauchez and Guillaume 
Sacriste, Fabrice Jesné and Philippe Boutry. 
In their contribution, Vauchez and Sacriste 
demonstrate how juridical science was 
gradually emancipated from government 
politics at national level, in order to form, 
during the course of the twentieth century, a 
neutral juridical space that would contribute 
to the construction of the European Union. 
Fabrice Jesné treats the theme of the rela-
tions between the Balkans and Occidental 
Europe, arguing that the long presence of the 
Austro-Hungarian and Ottoman Empires in 
the Balkans impeded this region from pro-
ceeding under ‘normal’ conditions with the 
construction of modern nation-states and led 
to a problematic connection between national 
identity and state organisation which is still 
evident today. Finally, Philippe Boutry’s article 
examines the symbolic vocation of Rome as 
the capital of Europe during the nineteenth 
and twentieth centuries from three differ-
ent perspectives: as the spiritual centre of 
Europe, the capital of a fraternised Europe 
in the imaginary of the Risorgimento, and its 
centrality in Europe after the collapse of the 
fascist regime.
The third and final part of the book con-
sists of eleven contributions, all dedicated 
to the examination of the européanité of the 
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countries recently integrated into the Euro-
pean Union (absent from the panorama are 
the Czech Republic and Malta) and of the two 
candidate countries (Turkey and Romania). 
What the majority of writers does is to ex-
pose the historical relation of each of these 
countries to Europe in order to prove the 
européanité of the country concerned, thus 
justifying its integration into the European 
Union. The tone therefore is often polemical 
and apologetic. The notion of ‘Europe’ and all 
the implications and various meanings that 
this may have is usually taken for granted 
(the exceptions of course should be noted: 
Marc Aymes discusses what ‘Europeanism’ 
could have meant in nineteenth-century Cy-
prus and Jean-François Pérouse, in his text 
on Turkey, speaks about the “imaginary com-
munity of Europe”, distinguishing the various 
aspects of the term). In general lines, two ba-
sic characteristics run through the majority of 
the contributions in this part: on the one hand, 
the synecdoche ‘European Union’ equals ‘Eu-
rope’ and, on the other hand, the broad adop-
tion of the term Europe kidnappée (invented 
by Milan Kundera in 1983) especially by the 
authors of the articles regarding the ex-Sovi-
et Bloc countries. The term implies that while 
the countries of the ex-Soviet Bloc belonged 
historically to Europe, they were constrained 
to alienate themselves from it because of 
their communist regimes. Indeed, many of 
the contributions here speak in terms of the 
“return to Europe” of the ex-Soviet Bloc coun-
tries. In general, this part appears weaker 
compared to the rest of the book.
The second book, Confini. Costruzioni, 
Attraversamenti, Rappresentazioni, edited 
by Silvia Salvatici, is more directly inscribed 
in the debate about borders. In the introduc-
tion, the editor offers an interesting historical 
overview of the interdisciplinary field of bor-
der studies. The scientific interest in borders 
was born out of the need to come to terms 
with the new reality produced by the decolo-
nisation process. In the 1960s, anthropolo-
gists were interested in studying frontiers, 
which were considered in their symbolic 
dimension and in relation to ethnicity. In the 
1970s and 1980s, the research on frontiers 
was extended to other disciplines (Political 
Science, History) and turned its attention to 
themes such as the relation between state 
sovereignty and territoriality, international 
legislation and border-crossing. The proc-
ess of European integration and the end of 
the Cold War led scholars to re-examine the 
theme of frontiers and the mechanisms of 
their construction and reconstruction. The 
editor notes a particular confusion about the 
terms adopted in this field, which is testimony 
to a “lack of conceptual consensus” (border, 
boundary, or frontier?) – a confusion which is 
indeed evident in her volume. 
The volume is divided into three parts, 
each containing four articles. The first part, 
dedicated to “constructions”, presupposes 
that frontiers are not natural divisions, but 
are historically constructed through a 
complex process which involves territorial, 
cultural and socio-economic elements. The 
second part, entitled “crossings”, is occupied 
mainly with the migratory phenomenon and 
all contributors seem to be adept to the new 
interpretative category of “transnationalism” 
(although some try to re-examine the term). 
The third part of the book considers the sym-
bolic and metaphorical character of frontiers 
and investigates the perceptions and repre-
sentations of them. 
The first part of the book includes con-
tributions by Edith Saurer, Marco Meriggi, 
Timothy Snyder and Rolf Petri. Of these, the 
first two move on the same interpretative 
lines more or less: the authors examine the 
eighteenth- and nineteenth-century con-
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structions, changes and consequent signifi-
cance of borders in the Habsburg Empire and 
the pre-unification Italian states respectively. 
Thus, Edith Saurer observes that the state 
frontier of the Habsburg Empire assumed a 
political significance only during the course of 
the nineteenth century. Until then, the state 
frontier was perceived symbolically as one of 
the multiple internal frontiers that divided the 
Empire and its significance was much more 
economic and fiscal than political in charac-
ter. Furthermore, the author examines the 
historical development of the institution of 
passports and its consequent influence on 
the perception of frontiers, noting that until 
the first half of the nineteenth century pass-
ports were issued not only for external jour-
neys but also for movements within the Em-
pire. Moreover, different kinds of passports 
were issued depending on the social position 
of subjects, perpetuating thus a perception 
of citizenship based on social differentiation. 
In the same way, concentrating his attention 
especially on the two kingdoms of the Two Si-
cilies and Lombardy-Venetia, Marco Meriggi 
examines the function of passports as indica-
tors of identity and citizenship and as creators 
of perceptions of space and frontiers. 
Rolf Petri’s contribution merits special 
attention. The author examines the problem 
of the relation between communities and na-
tion-states in nineteenth- and twentieth-cen-
tury Europe. The first part of his contribution 
deals with the theme of the “legitimisation 
discourses” around the newly erected national 
frontiers. He distinguishes in particular two 
kinds of justificatory discourses concerning 
the right to transform pre-existent territorial 
frontiers into national ones or to create totally 
new frontiers on the basis of national divi-
sions. First, there was the political principle of 
primato territoriale, the idea that ‘who comes 
first owns the place’, which generally sought to 
establish an uninterrupted continuity between 
ancient and contemporary peoples, giving 
thus a symbolical actual value to the idea of 
the “priority on territory” (the construction of 
a historical us which “always existed here”). 
It was from this principle that nineteenth-
century research activity on the origins of 
national territory developed. Second, there 
was the right of conquest, usually translated 
as the right (and duty) to liberate and civilise 
certain territories. This principle presupposed 
an ideological hierarchy of civilisation, accord-
ing to which Europe appeared more civilised 
compared to the Orient, Africa or the New 
World. Thus, colonial conquest was justified 
as a missionary action. In the second part 
of his contribution, the author examines the 
question of the continuous demand for the 
legitimisation of national frontiers, even after 
their demarcation and establishment. The key 
to understanding the persistence of such a 
demand stands, according to the author, in the 
intrinsic ambiguity of the notion of ‘frontier’ in 
general. In fact, in order to exist the frontier 
needs the presence of the excluded Other. In 
other words, in the process of its creation the 
frontier includes what it is supposedly exclud-
ing. Thus, the frontier, like all demarcating 
lines, is always a line of communication, which 
inevitably unites the parts that it should divide. 
This ambiguity, which permits the existence 
of a symbolic space around the physical and 
geographical frontier, a space that can be filled 
with a variety of different significances, leads 
often to discrepancies between the political 
and the imaginary frontiers of a nation. It is, in 
fact, extremely difficult for a nation-state to ab-
sorb all the significances and characteristics of 
the nation of which it pretends to be the insti-
tutional representative. The author concludes 
that studying national frontiers as a teleologi-
cal historical process would mean following 
the apologetics of their apologues. Instead 
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national frontiers should be approached as a 
historical phenomenon of transitional duration 
only. Under this light the phenomenon of the 
nation-state can be similarly perceived and 
examined in its particular historicity, as a tran-
sitory and contingent historical process which 
is meant, sooner or later, to die. 
The second part of the book is dedicated to 
“border-crossing”, especially in relation to mi-
gratory movements, and includes contributions 
by Sandro Mezzadra, Emilio Franzina and Ruba 
Salih, plus the conclusive remarks of Marcello 
Carmagnani, who presided over the conference 
panel. The starting point of Sandro Mezzadra’s 
contribution is the observation that in the era of 
globalisation borders are proliferating rather 
than diminishing, a phenomenon which serves 
as an invitation to reflect on the nature of bor-
ders in the present era, especially in relation to 
migratory movements and to the consequent 
transformation of citizenship. The globalisation 
process has called into question the ‘classic’ 
definition of borders (i.e. as the clear territorial 
limits of state sovereignty), suggesting rather 
that the connection of state and territory is not 
so clear and that a variety of borders – internal 
and external, cultural or symbolical – have de-
veloped. Under this perspective, the traditional 
study of migration movements, based on the 
clear distinction between a state’s ‘internal and 
external territory’ which attempts to systema-
tise migratory movements in a geographical 
order, is discussed. The fact that borders are 
not only external but also internal produces a 
variety of different juridical positions, which 
coexist within the same citizenship. The author 
underlines, however, that these differentiations 
should not be examined under the etiquette of 
“exclusion” but from the point of view of a “dif-
ferentiated inclusion”. This will permit, accord-
ing to his opinion, a more in-depth study of the 
various transformations and semantic forms 
that inclusion acquires.
Particularly indicative is Ruba Salih’s contri-
bution, which re-examines the notion of “tran-
snationalism”, pointing out its limits. It starts 
by explaining the notion of “transnationalism”: 
the term stands for the capacity of immigrants 
or exiles to create a “de-territorialised” social 
space, which produces a multiplicity of loyal-
ties and identifications that overcome the 
boundaries of nation-states. In this way, the 
traditional perception of time and space is 
transformed, giving birth to social relations 
that are not submitted to face-to-face physical 
interaction, but maintained rather by the inter-
section between presence and absence. The 
notion of “transnationalism” implies the crisis 
of modern nation-states, as it overturns the 
grand narratives of modernity that see citizen-
ship prescribed in a unitary identity anchored in 
one territory and one nation. The transnational 
dimension is thus a “third space” where sub-
jects live, demonstrating a continuous resist-
ance to total integration or assimilation to one 
nation. Taking a critical distance regarding the 
above interpretation of “transnationalism”, the 
author adopts instead the idea of “de-territori-
alised” nation-states, in order to highlight the 
capacity (rather than the weakness) of modern 
nation-states to extend their frontiers outside 
their geographical-territorial space. In an ap-
proach that examines not only the effects of 
migration at the place of destination, but also 
its influence at the place of origin (from where 
the immigrants are usually only “physically 
absent”), the author stresses the importance 
of the diaspora in the hegemonic discourses 
of the nation-building process. She describes 
how the states of origin have all kind of moti-
vations (especially economic in nature) to keep 
their diasporas in straight identificatory contact 
with their original nationality. Therefore, it is the 
state itself that encourages the “transnational” 
dimension of its immigrants’ lives. Moreover, 
the author argues that “transnationalism” is 
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not a recent or contemporary phenomenon, as 
early as the nineteenth century many diaspo-
ras played a central role in the construction of 
national identities of their respective countries 
of origin. Thus, “transnationalism” existed 
even before the creation of nation-states and 
played a central role in their construction. What 
has changed in the present is the time–space 
relationship as a result of the development of 
new communication and transport technolo-
gies. Finally, the author examines the effects of 
the “transnationalist” process on women and 
on gender relations in general. In particular, 
she focuses on the so-called “domestics of 
globalisation”, the immigrant maid-servants 
who have assumed, at the same time, the 
traditional female housewife role in their place 
of residence and the role of producers of an 
important economic source for their families 
in their place of origin.
Of particular note is the approach to “bor-
der-crossing” proposed by Emilio Franzina: 
he approaches the theme through an inves-
tigation of the testimonies left by immigrants 
themselves. Thus, he studies the symbolic 
meaning of “crossing frontiers” from a ‘low 
culture’ perspective, as this appears in 
popular songs of immigration, diaries, auto-
biographies, memoirs and correspondence of 
nineteenth- and twentieth-century Italian im-
migrants, paying particular attention on the 
way that border crossers themselves per-
ceived the distinctive lines between states. 
The third and final part of the book contains 
contributions by Ugo Fabietti, Massimo Quaini, 
Alberto Banti and Rada Iveković. All four articles 
treat the theme of frontiers from its symbolic 
and metaphorical dimension. Alberto Banti’s 
contribution is of particular interest. The au-
thor’s starting point is that the nineteenth-cen-
tury national-patriotic imaginary constituted a 
discourse system (in the Foucaultian sense), 
which was produced by integrating a series of 
texts and intellectual representations, forming 
a sort of canon which circulated in various 
parts of Europe. Like all discourses of identi-
fication, the national-patriotic one operated by 
distinguishing differences and fixing (national) 
borders. While these borders were certainly 
geographic and political in nature, they also 
had symbolic character. The author’s main 
argument is that these “symbolic borders” 
were identified with the bodies of the nation’s 
members. In this metaphoric process, the 
body becomes the bearer of national values. 
According to this logic, the violation of a body 
equated to the violation of national borders. 
The symbolic power of this discourse became 
particularly obvious in the case of the female 
body, and especially in the case when this was 
violated (or threatened with violation) sexually 
by a national enemy. Through an examination 
of nineteenth-century allegoric narrations 
which include scenes of wartime aggression 
and rape of women, the author investigates 
the symbolic nature of such violations: the 
female body represented the national values 
that had to be protected by the nation’s males. 
What is more, in a logic that saw the nation 
as a net of kinship relations, the female body 
represented the guarantee of the nation’s 
continuity. Thus, the violation of women was 
perceived as a threat to the purity of blood 
which characterised the community and as an 
offence to national (male) honour. 
Overall, the two books seem to have suc-
ceeded in the aims set by their editors: they 
encourage a reconsideration of the notion of 
borders (European, national, or otherwise), 
examining them not as natural divisions, but 
as products of complex historical processes, 
as historical constructions capable of bear-
ing a multiplicity of meanings that need to be 
analysed in order to be understood or even 
deconstructed.
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Michel Espagne and 
Gilles Pécout (eds)
Philhellénismes et transferts 
culturels dans l’Europe 
du XIXe siècle
Paris: CNRS, 2005. 245 pp.
(= Revue germanique 
internationale [NS] 1–2)
by Maurizio Isabella
Birkbeck College
By looking both at the cultural and political 
dimensions of the Philhellenic movement, 
this original collection of essays contributes 
to our understanding of an exceptionally 
complex and important nineteenth-century 
ideological phenomenon. The methodological 
agenda of the contributors to this issue of the 
Revue germanique internationale is well sum-
marised by the title chosen for the collection. 
Philhellenism was a truly international ideal 
with a genuine European dimension. As the 
editors suggest, the political cause of Greek 
independence was advanced by pan-Euro-
pean public opinion. From a cultural point 
of view, Philhellenism represented a “global 
European project”. Indeed, what this collec-
tion confirms is the relevance of the approach 
suggested more than fifty years ago by Franco 
Venturi in advocating the study of the “circula-
tion of ideas” not only for eighteenth-century 
but also nineteenth-century European his-
tory. Both cultural and political dimensions of 
Philhellenism in fact resulted from an intense 
exchange of ideas among Italian, Greek, 
French, German and British intellectuals. As 
a consequence, the contributors seem also 
to suggest that although Philhellenism had a 
truly European dimension, it also developed 
into a diverse number of distinctive brands or 
“Philhellenisms”. While mainly focussing on 
the cross-fertilisation between French and 
German culture, the essays provide important 
insights into the Italian and British contribu-
tions to the movement.
The contributors remind us that before 
becoming a truly political movement, Phil-
hellenism was above all a cultural move-
ment devoted to the study of ancient Greek 
literature, history and archaeology. As shown 
by Suzanne Marchand in her “Philhellénisme 
et orientalisme en Allemagne”, the develop-
ment of the study of ancient Greek culture as 
a field of academic enquiry separate from 
Oriental studies in Germany emerged only in 
the early nineteenth century, parallel to the 
rise of political Philhellenism. In the same 
period, as Elisabeth Décultot’s essay shows, 
Winckelmann’s writings were turned into the 
paradigmatic celebration of Greek beauty and 
art, as well as the foundational text of German 
Philhellenism by its editors, Johann Heinrich 
Meyer and Carl Ludwig Fernow.
Indeed, the cultural and political dimen-
sions of Philhellenism are difficult to disentan-
gle. As demonstrated by Michel Espagne in his 
“Le philhllénisme entre philologie et politique: 
Un transfert franco-alemand”, the intense cul-
tural exchanges between French and German 
scholarship on Greece resulted in the early 
nineteenth century in a number of original 
productions, such as Claude Fauriel’s “Herd-
erian” collection of traditional Greek songs, his 
famous Chants Populaires, as well as Gustave 
d’Eichthal’s advocacy of Greek as a universal 
language. In both cases, Greek culture became 
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a symbol of Greek identity to advance liberal 
principles (in the case of d’Eichthal’s proposal 
to make Greek a universal language) and 
Greek independence (Fauriel’s collection). 
The same applies to the case, discussed by 
Sandrine Maufroy, of Charles Benoît Hase 
(1780–1864) who after joining the Greek War 
of Independence settled in Paris where he 
taught modern Greek literature and enter-
tained intense cultural exchanges with French 
and Greek Philhellenes (“Hellénisme, philhel-
lénisme et transferts culturels triangulaires: 
Le cas de Charles Benoît Hase”).
The rise of Philhellenism as a pan-
European phenomenon required intellec-
tual mediators conversant with different 
languages and cultures. What emerges from 
this collection is the importance of cosmo-
politan intellectual networks as catalysts of 
national awareness. Konstantina Zanou’s 
chapter “Andrea Mustoxidi: nostalgie, poésie 
populaire et philhellénisme” is devoted to 
one of these European figures. Like other 
contemporary writers of the Greek diaspora, 
Mustoxidi was an “intellectual bridge” who 
wrote both in Italian and Greek, and whose 
activity resulted in a multiplicity of intellectual 
influences. Closely connected to both Italian 
Romantic and Classical circles, his philologi-
cal work was at the basis of Fauriel’s Chants 
Populaires. Zanou convincingly argues that 
Mustoxidi’s case suggests is that exile was 
instrumental in both facilitating intellectual 
exchanges and shaping national identity as 
a “nostalgic construction”. Indeed, Zanou’s 
findings apply not only to the Greek case but 
also to other processes of identity formation 
in the nineteenth century, marked by the phe-
nomenon of political emigration, not least to 
that of the Italian Risorgimento.
A dominant feature of this collection of 
essays is the multiplicity of the sources of 
Philhellenism. For instance, Marie-Louise 
Mitsou in her “Le Philhellénisme bavarois et 
la ‘Grande Idée’” argues that Bavarian influ-
ences were not alien to the construction of 
one of the most important elements of Greek 
national ideology, that of the “Great Idea”, an 
invention traditionally attributed exclusively 
to Greek thinkers. Indeed one of its most ex-
travagant versions, which imagined the es-
tablishment of a modern Byzantine Empire, 
was devised by Friedrich Thiersch.
Another key aspect of Philhellenic dis-
course was the elaboration and re-elabora-
tion of a set of universally agreed topoi, such 
as the identification of Greece with freedom 
and civilisation pitted against Oriental barbar-
ity. Gilbert Heß’s “Missolonghi, Genèse, trans-
formations multimédiales et functions d’un 
lieu identitaire du philhellénisme” provides a 
fascinating analysis of how the siege of Mes-
solonghi was turned into one of the symbols 
of Greek patriotism through a number of lit-
erary and poetic representations. Heß high-
lights the fundamental role played by Byron 
in transforming Messolonghi into a mythical 
place. Its fame was sealed by the event of 
Byron’s death, which was immediately ma-
nipulated by his followers to boost the heroic 
credentials of the British poet. Other tropes 
of European Philhellenism are analysed by 
Maïté Bouyssy in “Le Mémorial des grecs: 
miroir du philhellénisme des années 1820”, 
which stresses the emotional connotations 
of Philhellenic discourse and how notions of 
sacrifice were employed to encourage politi-
cal mobilisation in Europe.
The fact that in spite of the existence 
of a set of common ideas Philhellenism 
could produce even conflicting ideologies 
and cultural models is confirmed by Maria 
Tsoutsoura’s essay. In her “Philhellénisme 
et littérature grecque: réseaux politiques, 
échos romantiques, transferts éthiques”, she 
shows the existence of an Hellenic culture, 
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exemplified by the Ionian poetry of Solomos 
and Calvos, which did not conform to the 
European paradigm established in Germany, 
France and Britain. 
Although their existence displays the abil-
ity of Greek intellectuals to develop original 
forms of literary patriotism, their progres-
sive eclipse from the European stage also 
confirms that the success of Philhellenism 
as an international phenomenon entailed the 
imposition by European intellectuals of cer-
tain brands of “Greekness” over others. Maria 
Tsoutsoura’s essay thus implicitly raises 
questions addressed by scholars influenced 
by postcolonial theory (whose arguments 
are not employed, however, by any of the 
contributors to the volume). As Kate Fleming 
has suggested elsewhere, Philhellenism was 
perhaps also a form of cultural imperialism, 
resulting from an asymmetrical dialogue 
between Greek and northern European intel-
lectuals.1 Since Greek identity was defined 
outside Greece, and with the fundamental 
contribution of non-Greek intellectuals, the 
price to pay for its success was then the vic-
tory of certain images of Greece over others. 
Finally, the collection provides insights 
into some lesser known aspects of late nine-
teenth- and early twentieth-century Europe-
an Philhellenism. One example is Sigmund 
Freud’s interest in Greek philology and its 
impact on his interpretation of dreams, ana-
lysed by Jacques Le Rider in “L’interprétation 
des rêves de Freud, ou le philhellénisme d’un 
philologue de l’incoscient”. 
Another, more surprising aspect of politi-
cal Philhellenism is its permanence in Euro-
pean political culture well beyond the “classic 
era” of the 1820s. In his “Amitié littéraire et 
amitié politique méditerranéennes: philhel-
lènes français et italiens de la fin du XIXe siè-
cle”, Gilles Pécout studies how Philhellenism 
was revitalised at the end of the century in the 
context of the anti-Ottoman rebellion in Crete. 
French and Italian volunteers then developed 
ideas of international solidarity in line with 
Garibaldi’s tradition, and intellectuals like Car-
ducci and Mistral concurred to develop ideas of 
a Mediterranean Renaissance. 
Indeed, what Pécout indirectly demon-
strates is that the transfers of ideas worked 
not only among different countries but also 
throughout the century. Notions of Mediter-
ranean brotherhood and beliefs in the resur-
gence of Southern Europe in a common proc-
ess of regeneration were developed as early 
as the revolutionary period by Matteo Galdi, 
and later during the 1820s by Italian patriots 
such as Alerino Palma and Giuseppe Pecchio.
By demonstrating the transnational di-
mension of the rise of the Greek identity, the 
relevance of these essays is not only confined 
to the field of Philhellenism. Indeed, what they 
suggest is the importance of locating both 
nineteenth-century liberalism and national-
ism in a broad international context, and the 
desirability of going beyond the narrow fields 
of national histories to understand the crea-
tion of imagined communities in the era of 
nationalisms. 
FOOTNOTES
1  K. E. Fleming, “Orientalism, the Balkans and 
Balkan Historiography [Review Essay]”, Amer-
ican Historical Review 105 (2000), pp. 1218–33 
(1218).
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Christoph Lindner (ed.)
The James Bond Phenomenon: 
A Critical Reader
Manchester: Manchester UP, 
2003. 336 pp.
by Angelos Vlahos
Historian
Let’s be frank: James Bond is anything but 
a stable cultural signifier; emanating from 
a book series, he has created a legend far 
beyond them; a loaded symbol of sex and 
violence with a fan following barely unrivalled 
by any other contemporary hero. ‘Mr Kiss-Kiss 
Bang-Bang’, as he is codified by his cardinal 
qualities, has, along with Sherlock Holmes, 
Mickey Mouse and Superman, become more 
than a fictional character and remained a 
(shifting) cultural icon over the last fifty years.
Strongly criticised for anything a stylish 
Anglo-Saxon male spy agent could be accused 
of from the liberated 1960s until the present 
– snobbery, sexism, racism, anti-communism, 
consumptionism – the seductive, ‘licensed to 
kill’ 007, has been in the centre of a furious 
debate conducted at various levels all these 
years.
The literature on what is, beyond any 
doubt, a considerable phenomenon is vast; in 
this specific set of essays which comprises a 
‘critical’ reader according to the editor Chris-
toph Lindner the multifarious hero is analysed 
through an array of theoretical perspectives. 
The whole project is anything but new. Current 
contributions in the field number many dozens, 
if not hundreds, of titles. In fact, the majority 
of the articles contained in this volume has 
already been published elsewhere.
Nonetheless, one could arguably claim 
that this collection of papers is vital for any-
body interested in comprehending the exist-
ing (and frequently contradictory) modes of 
hermeneutics on facets of the popular hero. 
In doing so, the editor combines diverse 
intellectual traditions, such as cultural stud-
ies, semiotics, Marxism, gender studies, and 
critical theory, in order to highlight the hero’s 
pivotal attitudes, and even other peripheral 
figures of the Bond saga. 
A select 007 chronology reminds us of 
the enduring story of an adventurous nar-
rative figure who has become a celebrated 
movie idol across the globe. But who is his 
audience?
Back in 1957 Ian Fleming wrote a letter 
to CBS commenting that, although his books 
were written for and appealed “principally to 
an ‘A’ readership [,] ‘B’ and ‘C’ classes” found 
them “equally readable … although one might 
have thought that the sophistication of the 
background and detail would be outside their 
experience and in part incomprehensible”.
Initially, Bond novels were considered ‘lit-
erary’ spy fiction, thus reaching only a limited 
readership, largely restricted to the metro-
politan literary intelligentsia. As Tony Bennett 
and Janet Woollacott convincingly argue in the 
introductory article, 007’s early career in the 
late 1950s was placed within the network of 
cultural and ideological concerns that mapped 
the relations between East and West. In this 
respect, Bond functioned as a Cold War hero, 
a political idol for the middle classes of the 
West. Similarly, the ‘Free World’ values as-
sociated with Britain and the US, particularly 
freedom and individualism, trumped totali-
tarianism and bureaucratic rigidity, gener-
ally personified by the ‘villain’, Communist 
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Russia. However, the contributors concede 
that the political juxtaposition is not the only 
source of narrative tension in the Bond novels 
of this period; perhaps more eloquently, the 
pre-eminently English hero also served as 
a mythic conception of British nationhood, 
chiefly in the era of imperial decline.
Bond’s shift from a lower middle-class 
political emblem to a hero of modernisation 
in the 1960s is demonstrated forcefully; draw-
ing from their extensive research on several 
parameters of the Bond phenomenon pre-
sented elsewhere, Bennett and Woollacott’s 
analysis relies on quantitative documentation 
related to the film productions, such as box 
office records. They show how and why the 
reception of Fleming’s fiction in cinemas was 
spectacular; the figures provide a revealing 
story concerning the secret agent’s fate on 
screen. From this time, Bond was detached 
from the ideological coordinates of the Cold 
War, gradually adjusting himself to the pre-
vailing milieu of détente. 
Furthermore, within the context of 
‘swinging Britain’, 007 provided a mythical 
encapsulation of the then ambitious themes 
of modernity and classlessness. Connected to 
this, Bond and ‘the Bond girl’ embodied meto-
nyms of masculinity and femininity liberated 
from the constraints of family, marriage and 
domesticity. 
Finally, by negotiating Bond’s conversion 
to ritual during the 1970s, the authors remind 
us of the rise of a market centred around the 
issues of sponsorship, the emphasis on 
technology along with the use of parody and 
dependence on other popular films of the pe-
riod. No doubt, through the distinct moments 
analysed in the history of Bond through many 
angles, the reader acquires a firm view of a 
cult phenomenon. 
The contribution of acknowledged intellec-
tual universalis Umberto Eco endeavours to 
cast some light upon the narrative structure of 
Fleming’s (textual) works. The Italian theorist 
points out the binary opposition of characters 
and values in the form of dichotomies that in-
tersect in Bond fiction (such as Bond–villain, 
Woman–Bond, and Free World–Soviet Union). 
Nevertheless, this seminal 1960’s essay does 
not offer much to the erudite contemporary 
reader; yet, structural analysis seems today 
somehow out of academic ‘fashion’. Through 
such a standpoint, its inclusion in this volume 
could be seen by and large as a tribute to a 
pioneering scholar who was among the very 
first to discuss thoroughly the Bond novels 
as a legitimate field of study. By any means, 
Eco’s thesis is that the James Bond novels 
constitute a complex genre, a bricolage of 
various popular literary forms, including 
fairy tale, science fiction, and adventure nar-
rative. Eco’s sober criticism merits some 
observations that were often overlooked by 
consecutive academics. In scrutinising Flem-
ing’s novels before his severe denouncement 
by scholars influenced by cultural studies, 
Eco deals with the concept of “a Manichean 
ideology”. Hence, he elucidates that if Fleming 
was a reactionary (an accusation that linked 
the author with fascism, the cult of excess 
and violence, racism and above all – perhaps 
– sexism), it is not because he identifies “evil” 
or “women” with certain nationalities, virtues, 
and capacities, but because he makes use of 
stock characters (“black and white”), deny-
ing a simple play of light and shade to his 
archetypes. Thus Eco, utilising his academic 
armour, concludes by condemning Fleming’s 
inability “to pass from mythology to reason”.
Yale professor Michael Denning’s note-
worthy piece entitled “Licensed to Look: James 
Bond and the Heroism of Consumption” is 
clearly preoccupied with three distinct issues 
which can be described as the ‘thriller novel’, 
‘travel’ and the ‘the eye’. In any case, this inter-
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the British public considered murder at an 
individual level rather unimportant. In the 
following decades the formulaic spy thriller 
broke new ground to achieve unprecedented 
commercial success. In the process of tracing 
the transformation of the classic detective nar-
rative, Lindner correctly raises issues relating 
to the ‘new crime’ agenda. Consequently, he 
negotiates the two major foundations upon 
which the Bond plot is grounded, SMERSH 
and SPECTRE. In the 007 series as a whole, 
the size and sophistication of the various 
criminal organisations mirror the dimensions 
of their conspiracies. Subsequently, the editor 
substantiates the argument that nowhere do 
the novels provide a more accurate yardstick 
for measuring these than in the portrayal of 
the criminals’ secret bases.
The second part of the book begins with 
“A License to Thrill”, James Chapman’s con-
clusion to his landmark study Licence to Thrill: 
A Cultural History of the James Bond Films 
(London: Taurus, 1999). Among the crucial 
questions that seem to occupy the author, 
one concerns the visible gulf regarding the 
reception of 007 films by the public and by 
critics. If the films are just pure entertainment 
and “escapism” Chapman wonders, then to 
what should one attribute their longevity? 
Their ‘official’ producer Albert (Cubby) Broc-
coli assigned their appeal “to the highest pro-
duction values and technical skill” employed. 
In this sense, Bond films have achieved a 
universal filmic language that transcends 
national and cultural boundaries. However, 
the author illustrates some critical details; it 
is the ‘right’ balance between repetition and 
variation, between continuity and change, he 
insists, that propelled the Bond saga to the 
forefront of popular cinema worldwide. The 
constant awareness of the series’ producers 
to respond to changes in the film industry, 
film culture and society at large (especially 
textual essay is arguably one-sided in so far as 
it fails to cover the whole range of 007 novels 
and movies. Parallel to this, it makes broad 
reference to certain past undertakings as well 
as perceptive comments related to an array of 
diverse texts. Denning reads Fleming’s work 
from a Marxist perspective, underscoring the 
‘dark side’ of an emerging consumptionism; 
therefore, he organises a set of approaches 
which point the finger, from disparate angles, 
at the harmful effect of post-war capitalism 
embedded in Western societies. By charg-
ing the “society of the spectacle”, explicitly 
Bond’s universe, with having created almost 
all the anguish burdening the human race in 
the post-industrial world – fantasies of male 
power, female depreciation, colonial desires 
(and enforcement), and even “the demise of 
the family wage system” – the scholar adopts 
a denouncing tone on his subject. In addition, 
he develops an intricate argument which 
bonds Bond with the rise of pornography as a 
discourse during the 1950s and 1960s.
Still, his analysis carries certain virtues; 
he locates James Bond in the broader context 
of twentieth-century British spy-writing, next 
to references concerning Cold War politics. 
Besides this, Denning provides an insight-
ful image of Bond as an individual swinging 
back and forth from traveller to tourist. Given 
the expansive infiltration of 007 around the 
globe, tourism and tourist perceptions would 
never be the same after the advent of the 
cosmopolitan guru of adventure. No doubt, 
our glimpse of the ‘remote’ and the modes 
through which ‘exotic’ experience is proc-
essed have been gravely determined.
In his short piece, volume editor Christoph 
Lindner deals with what he calls “the criminal 
vision”, namely the villains’ imperatives. Con-
jecturally, the very idea of low-impact social 
crime did not attract attention in the period 
after the Holocaust. As he argues, after 1945 
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in popular tastes and attitudes) were re-
warded with triumph at the box office. Last 
but not least, Chapman argues in favour of 
Bond’s Britishness as a distinctive element 
of his identity, as opposed to the American 
cultural imperialism supported by some of 
his transatlantic colleagues when describing 
Fleming’s legendary character.
In her contribution, Janet Woollacott 
discusses the production conditions in Bond 
films. The story of ‘what happens behind 
the scenes’ or the cameras is a well-known 
focus of the popular press and in academic 
accounts of filmmaking. Here Woollacott 
explores some theoretical problems related 
to film production conditions, using the 1977 
Bond film The Spy Who Loved Me as a case 
study. Fascinated by the idea that the ideologi-
cal tensions permeating the production team 
could reveal how certain discourses such as 
patriotism or sexism were presented in the 
movie, she seeks to shed light on the complex 
process; the full-scale research conducted by 
Open University at the time led to fertile obser-
vations regarding ideology and the way it was 
‘ordered’, mediated and reconfigured onto the 
film. Nevertheless, she seems to imply, with-
out clear recognition, that the mode of recep-
tion is the latter part of such a project.
Other contributions include an essay by 
Jeff Smith dealing with the fascinating history 
of the Bond theme. No doubt, the exploitation 
of music was an indispensable component in 
creating the 007 formula. Yet, the gravity lies 
in post-colonial (Cynthia Baron) and feminist 
approaches focusing on certain Bond aspects. 
The role of women (such as Miss Moneypen-
ny and Pussy Galore) or Bond’s inner sense 
of masculinity come into view in the last part 
of the book, entitled “Rethinking 007”. 
Beyond these lines, the concluding paper 
sets the everlasting hero in the post-9/11 
context. Referring to questions raised by 
present-day intellectuals, such as Slavoj 
Žižek, on whether single hero movies like 
James Bond will survive, Jim Leach answers 
convincingly in the affirmative, referring to the 
adaptations made in the latest Bond movie 
Tomorrow Never Dies. A conflation between 
the real and imaginary in these films has 
breathed new life into the Bond phenomenon; 
the new global politics along with fetishised 
technology have created a rejuvenated Bond, 
who never ceases to confirm that for the legend 
The World is not Enough … 
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desperately) trusted and supported the cause 
of Italian unification? Why did Italian “patriots” 
sacrifice themselves by endangering their ca-
reers, their securities, sometimes their fami-
lies and their own lives in order to achieve this 
kind of target? Recalling several studies on 
this topic (such as Luciano Cafagna’s works), 
Banti shows that an answer centred on expla-
nations evoking economic interest cannot be 
entirely satisfying. The answer has to be found 
elsewhere and, above all, in the increasing dif-
fusion of a national discourse. This new kind 
of discourse became very popular in Italy at 
the end of the eighteenth century, producing 
a new kind of mythography on the origins and 
the troubled history of what, quoting Benedict 
Anderson, could be defined as the Italian 
“imagined community”. Mixing an amount of 
well-known elements coming from ancient 
traditions and narrations (such as religious as 
well as knightly-aristocratic knowledge) with 
modern elements (such as the concept of the 
‘nation’) this discourse provided an effective 
and emotionally powerful frame of reference. 
Within this framework an increasing number 
of authors placed the plots of their novels and 
dramas, while an equally increasing number 
of artists produced a set of iconographic refer-
ences inspired by it. Aiming at analysing the 
deep structures as well as the sources and 
the function of this national discourse, the 
theoretical and methodological framework 
used in La nazione del Risorgimento was a 
‘linguistic’ one, deeply inspired by the works 
of structuralist and post-structuralist schol-
ars such as Vladimir Propp, Umberto Eco and 
Michel Foucault.
In L’onore della nazione Banti uses many 
of these same theoretical and methodological 
devices in order to move two steps forward, 
deepening his analysis in two different direc-
tions. First, he broadens the boundaries of his 
previous inquiry by enlarging its space–time 
Alberto Mario Banti
L’onore della nazione. 
Identità sessuali e violenza 
nel nazionalismo europeo 
dal XVIII secolo alla 
Grande Guerra 
(The Honour of the Nation. 
Sexual Identities and 
Violence in European 
Nationalism from the 
18th Century to the 
First World War)
Turin: Einaudi, 2005. xii + 389 pp.
by Silvia Rosa
University of Florence
Alberto Mario Banti’s L’onore della nazione. 
Identità sessuali e violenza nel nazionalismo 
europeo dal XVIII secolo alla Grande Guerra is 
one of the more recent texts that investigates, 
from a culturalist point of view, the theme of 
the emergence and diffusion of modern Euro-
pean nationalism. 
L’onore della nazione comes after the 
author’s La nazione del Risorgimento (Turin: 
Einaudi, 2000). In that book the author focuses 
his attention on the topic of the Risorgimento, 
starting from the capital question of why it 
took place. Why, Banti asks, did the Risorgi-
mento involve such an amount and variety 
of people, who so deeply (and sometimes so 
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framework, widening both coordinates. The 
field of research covers now the whole of 
Western Europe (with special attention paid 
to the French, British, German and Italian 
contexts). As far as periodisation is con-
cerned, the analysis now starts from the sec-
ond half of the eighteenth century, continuing 
until the period after the First World War. 
Second, he chooses a peculiar reading key 
of European nationalism, entirely focused on 
the link between the modern construction of 
gender identities and the pervasive narratives 
of sexually oriented violence, which are at 
the core of the new national mythographies. 
From this perspective, L’onore della nazione 
is inspired by George Mosse’s works, such as 
The Nationalization of the Masses and, above 
all, Nationalism and Sexuality.
A considerable amount of source material 
is chosen from literary texts (novels, dramas, 
poems, operas) as well as iconographic me-
dia (painting, prints, statues). A smaller, but 
no less important, collection of political writ-
ings is also considered. Most of the texts are 
bestsellers or very popular paintings, writ-
ings and dramas in general, which had (and 
sometimes still have) a large diffusion in their 
national context and/or all across Europe.
The preface to L’onore della nazione, 
composed of six parts, mirrors and explains 
this perspective. The first part is dedicated to 
an iconographic survey of allegoric images 
of the nation in different European countries. 
This interpretation is an effective way of dem-
onstrating at first glance many of the most 
important topics which will be raised in the 
text. In this first chapter the author analyses 
the complex morphology of these images, 
paying attention to their historical roots as 
well as to their diffusion across Europe in the 
nineteenth century. His analytic path passes 
through a gallery of feminine allegories of the 
nation in order to show how a set of symbols, 
deriving from a traditional iconological trous-
seau of feminine virtues (as in the case of a 
figure showing her naked breast, symbolising 
the link between motherhood and mother-
land), finally converges and mixes with sym-
bols representing a set of manly and military 
virtues (as in the case of the same figure 
bringing weapons and sometimes showing 
warlike attitudes, symbolising controversially 
the ‘brothers in arms’ nation). 
This ambiguous and contradictory mix-
ture of symbols and genders, Banti claims, 
did not pass unnoticed by nineteenth-century 
audiences, provoking not only amazement 
and shock, but also intense and powerful 
emotional responses. Adopting the psycho-
analytic (Freudian) categories of condensa-
tion and over-determination, Banti suggests 
that, as in the case of oneiric images, these 
symbols were a synthetic and ‘economical’ 
way of expressing a series of sometimes 
radically heterogeneous meanings that oth-
erwise would require more complex and less 
direct narrative paths. 
The effectiveness of this communica-
tive process came, according to Banti, from 
its powerful synthesis of well-known icons 
and symbols, which were repositioned (with 
all their emotional charge) within a process 
of resemantisation. In the new cultural and 
political context of the nineteenth century, 
ancient symbols and age-old images seem 
to have been almost overwhelmed by the 
stratification and the mixture of their differ-
ent meanings: the next four parts of the book 
are an attempt to unravel this heavy skein of 
symbols and allegories, retracing the com-
mon path of different national narratives over 
two centuries of history.
The second chapter considers the anti-
aristocratic controversy which spread across 
Europe in the second half of eighteenth century. 
Quoting several previous studies, such as the 
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works of Stone, Hunt and Darnton, Banti shows 
that the topic of sexual health and morality be-
came increasingly central in political writings 
and discussions throughout Europe, and one of 
the most frequent anti-aristocratic common-
places was the rhetoric of immorality which 
targeted the sexual ‘perversion’ of aristocrats 
(such as adultery and homosexuality which 
were denounced by polemists in order to show 
the decadence of European royal courts).
However, Banti asks what was at the core 
of this new model of sexual behaviour envis-
aged in many of these writings, which included 
Rousseau’s literary, pedagogical and philo-
sophical works. What is hidden behind this 
new – and so insistent – reference to the value 
of female chastity (which had to be followed 
by a heterosexual, strictly monogamic and re-
productive marriage based on mutual consent 
and love)? And why in this new model of family 
is the moral value of motherhood presented as 
a matter of the utmost importance?
The third chapter provides an answer to 
these questions. The key component of this 
answer is expressed by the formula of ius 
sanguinis, ius solis. National communities, 
Banti claims, are largely imagined as com-
munities of men and women sharing the 
same (national) land and blood. Both assume 
a sacred value as central elements in national 
mythographies. As a result, in the gendered 
sharing of national duties, men will take 
special care of land boundaries (by defend-
ing them from hostile assault thus displaying 
their military virtue), while women will devote 
themselves to the keeping of ‘blood bounda-
ries’, assuring the safety and the purity of the 
father’s lineal national line of descent (by tak-
ing care of their own sexual honour).
As Banti shows in the fourth chapter, 
many of the bestsellers composing the 
core of national narratives repropose, in the 
form of literary fiction, the abovementioned 
key concepts expressed in the philosophi-
cal, political and historical writings of Fichte, 
Rousseau, Burke, Mazzini, Mommsen, David 
Strauss, Augustine Thierry and others. In this 
part, a long series of plots and narrative struc-
tures is analysed. Texts written by sometimes 
radically different European authors, such as 
Foscolo, Scott, Schiller, Byron, Berchet, Dis-
raeli, Garibaldi, Maupassant, Barrès, Sue, 
Tennyson, Kleist, Wagner, Koerner, Leop-
ardi, d’Azeglio, and Rousseau, are quoted or 
summarised in order to show their recurrent 
narrative elements and devices. The result is 
that almost all plots seem to be centred on 
the dangers of “wild passion”, which can be 
expressed either in the form of consensual, 
sentimental and sexual relationships cross-
ing ethnic and national boundaries, either in 
the form of the rape of or the unidirectional, 
violent sexual assaults on women (violating 
the same boundaries). In both cases the mul-
tiple variations of the plots arrive at the same, 
invariably tragic end: in the first case, the end 
of the wretched lives of both lovers, and, in the 
second case, the death of the female victim, 
unable to survive the shame of rape and the 
subsequent loss of honour. Besides, the posi-
tive and virtuous characters of heroes, both 
men and women, are sharply defined by their 
successful attempts to resist, actively or pas-
sively, such violent passion, and if necessary, 
leading to the extreme consequence of their 
own death.
In the fifth chapter the same rhetoric of 
eros and thanatos is directly questioned. Why, 
Banti asks, is erotism openly shown in many 
tragic-ending national narratives depicting 
vivid episodes of sexual assault and violence, 
while non-aggressive and happy-ending rep-
resentations of sex and erotism seem to find 
little and meaningless room?
Quoting George Mosse, Klaus Theweleit 
and Bram Dijkstra, the author suggests that 
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in the majority of national-patriotic narra-
tives, consensual and non-consensual sex 
are equally considered as a threatening and 
dangerous display of destructive energies. 
Here Wagner’s works are examined and 
highlighted as powerful representations of 
a sentimental-sexual passion shaped by the 
dream (or the nightmare) of an androgynous 
fusion which finally brings lovers together 
only through the shared experience of their 
own death. Moreover, paintings such as 
Hayez’s famous Il bacio and the subsequent 
series inspired by it, are also considered as 
examples of a widespread example of ‘poetry 
of farewell’, which framed lovers at the very 
moment of their unavoidable and tragically 
definitive separation, or, in an equally sad 
alternative, depicted women waiting hope-
lessly for their beloved husbands to return 
home from war.
As a result, a gender-segregated model of 
community is quite often shown in national pa-
triotic-narratives as the most suitable solution 
for the sake of the nation’s health. So, on the 
one hand, throughout the nineteenth century 
(and beyond in the twentieth) an increasingly 
pervasive rhetoric of mannerbund is evident, 
which depicts a model of an all-male commu-
nity based on a shared set of military values 
derived from an ancient, classical tradition, 
expressed for example in the characters 
of Achilles and Patroclus or Eteocles and 
Polinices. But, on the other hand, the quiet 
image of a domestic community of women, 
situated inside a reassuring and normalising 
patriarchal context (as in the case of a mother, 
a sister, a wife and a daughter waiting in war-
time for their son, brother, husband or father to 
return), finds its counterpart in the nightmar-
ish, castrating image of an all-female warrior 
community of Amazons, using men as mere 
tools in their reproductive plans and getting rid 
of them shortly after. 
Both images are, according to the author, 
different outcomes of the same growing so-
cial and cultural “misogynist neurasthenia” 
(343), sometimes internalised by women 
themselves, which takes its references from 
an ancient tradition that provides a set of nar-
ratives, images and clichés depicting women 
as weak and threatening subjects, who at the 
same time are lacking in any self-control. 
During the nineteenth century this rhetoric 
was always enforced, according to Banti, by 
the “threatening” diffusion (341–2) in Europe 
of suffragist movements, accompanied by 
an increasing dismissal by women (or up-
per-class women at least) of the dictate of 
‘traditional’ feminine virtues and duties.
In the sixth and conclusive part of the text 
the author, gathering the threads of his survey 
on national narratives, finally singles out three 
main rhetoric axes that form the framework 
of national-patriotic narratives. Here a psycho-
analytic lexicon is used in order to show a first 
axis in which masochistic drives are directed 
towards the male components of a national 
community, persuading them to internalise a 
rhetoric based on sacrifice. The second axis is 
divided into two parts: the first reveals a domi-
nance of sadistic drives directed against male 
enemies; the second points out equally sadis-
tic drives directed, this time, against women 
belonging to the community.
Furthermore, the author analyses cases 
of ‘ethnic’ rape committed during the First 
World War, as well as subsequent inquiries 
and reports produced in and diffused across 
– as propagandistic weapons – many Euro-
pean countries. He underlies their powerful 
emotional impact on European audiences and 
points out their link with the set of rhetoric, 
symbols and images coming from the na-
tional-patriotic narratives mentioned above.
So, in disentangling the linguistic and rhet-
oric skein of patriotic symbols and allegories, 
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a European ‘black thread’ connecting eight-
eenth-century bourgeois-republican rhetoric 
with First World War nationalistic propaganda 
seems to emerge, drawing its unbroken path 
from a remote past to the boundaries of our 
own present.
If the capital question of La nazione del 
Risorgimento was, in short, why the Risorgi-
mento took place and why it involved so 
many people so deeply, L’onore della nazione 
is an attempt to provide a second and more 
complete answer to this question, framing it 
(along with other related themes) in the wider 
and richer European context. But, unavoidably, 
this answer gives rise to a new set of ques-
tions which are as intriguing as uneasy and 
uncomfortable to face. Where do the sadistic 
and masochistic drives displayed in national 
narratives come from? Do they form part of 
a universal and metahistorical ‘human nature’ 
or are they an outcome of a well-determined 
historical and cultural construction? And, in 
the case of the latter, how can a constructivist 
point of view finally match up with the use of 
Freudian psychoanalytical categories? Calling 
(sometimes directly and sometimes indirectly) 
into question this set of issues, L’onore della 
nazione opens the eyes of the Italian audience 
to a large and complex horizon in cultural his-
tory, facilitating the widening of a discussion 
which unfortunately has been given little (or 
no) attention in Italian historiography. 
Joshua A. Sanborn
Drafting the Russian Nation. 
Military Conscription, Total 
War, and Mass Politics, 
1905–1925
DeKable: Northern Illinois UP, 
2003. 278 pp.
by Ada Dialla
Historical Archive, University of Athens
I.
In this original and stimulating book, Joshua 
Sanborn examines the complex and contra-
dictory relations between nation, empire and 
state power during twenty years in the early 
part of the twentieth century, which was, by 
all counts, a crucial period in Russia’s history. 
This was a time when the country experi-
enced two wars (the Russo-Japanese War of 
1905 and the First World War), three revolu-
tions (1905, and twice in 1917), a civil war, and 
a foreign invasion. This study falls under the 
fertile field of military history, which in recent 
years has enjoyed a revival. The book deals 
effectively and interlinks productively no less 
than four topics: the business of forming a 
modern army, the concept of nation, the state 
of total war and the experience of revolution.
The central theme of Sanborn’s book is 
the relationship or interplay between contem-
porary military service and nationhood, and in 
describing it, he underlines the role of military 
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War in clarifying each position. But after the 
Great War, as he claims, the conscription law 
of 1925 “confirmed the Bolshevik commitment 
to a national army with privileged soldiers. Sol-
diers had gone from a virtually ‘untouchable’ 
caste to a position of entitlement in society in 
the space of a mere twenty years, a turnabout 
that was as unmistakable as it was rapid. It 
was a transformation that occurred because 
of total war, not because of the revolutions 
of 1917, the occurrence and content of which 
were, in any case, predicated to a large degree 
on the prior transformations that took place 
during World War I” (62).
The second chapter, entitled “The Nation 
and the Dilemma of Difference”, studies the 
heterogeneous character of Russian state 
and society, and the dilemma of diversity that 
confronted Russia’s multiethnic multi-reli-
gious and multi-class political community.
The third chapter, “The Nation and the 
Challenge of Unity”, deals with the desire for 
homogeneity and the ways and means by 
which Russian nation-builders and, in particu-
lar, military planners in Russia and elsewhere 
strove to overcome the fragmented nature 
of their society. This was attempted through 
the process of categorising the population by 
way of the inclusion of ethnic units and the 
exclusion of domestic ‘pariahs’ and foreign-
ers. The Great War brought to the surface the 
national project of popular categorisation, in 
which ethnic units became, momentarily, the 
vehicles for the mobilisation of the population 
and for acquiring cohesion in spite of the great 
diversity in existence. The process of catego-
risation remained in place during the civil war. 
The Bolsheviks for their part utilised the notion 
of class as the primary national category and 
on that basis confronted the Tsarist regime in 
their quest for political legitimacy.
The last two chapters of the book deal with 
two substantial, though neglected, aspects in 
reformers in this process. His study is based 
on a thorough examination of archival as well 
as published sources. The author approaches 
his subject matter thematically rather than 
chronologically and examines, from various 
vantage points, the construction of the collec-
tive and individual subjectivity of the national 
citizen-soldier. The author’s hypothesis is that 
this new form of political subjectivity, which 
was created when the modern army encoun-
tered national ideology, put into question the 
legitimacy of the imperial regime as well as 
that of the new communist order. It is also 
worth pointing out that the timeframe covered 
by the study calls into question 1917 as the wa-
tershed year in Russian history and brings into 
sharper focus the period of the First World War 
(1914–1917 for Russia) as ‘transformative’ for 
the Tsarist regime and ‘formative’ for the So-
viet period that was to follow.
The book’s first chapter, entitled “Forming 
the National Compact”, examines the military 
reforms and politics of military conscription 
in the pre-War, revolutionary, and post-revo-
lutionary periods. It analyses the nature and 
the form of the state’s appeals to its citizens to 
mobilise them to willingly perform violent acts 
in the name of the nation. However the author 
does not limit himself to the usual study of elite 
attitudes but also tries to grasp the response 
of the everyday citizen in his role as a driving 
force for change. Both sides interacted and 
debated the issues involved and, in so doing, 
they gradually came to shift the central focus 
of attention from the concept of ‘duty to the 
state’ to that of ‘rights’ and the ‘benefits’ to 
be reaped by soldiers as a reward for their 
military service. The chapter examines the 
conflicts between the elites and the different 
discourses between the modernists, who 
invoked the authority of the nation and the 
conservatives, who invoked the authority of 
the Tsar; and the determining role of the Great 
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the formation of nationhood: the construction 
of the notion of masculinity and the role of 
violence as such. Thus in the fourth chapter 
entitled “The Nationalization of Masculinity”, 
the author examines the mechanics of the 
construction of an integral and militarised 
version of masculinity. The masculine ideals 
were to become the main requirements for 
the citizen-soldier and created a potent basis 
for the much-needed solidarity among men in 
uniform. The construction in question consisted 
of the transformation of the notion of masculin-
ity and new interpretations of masculine duty. 
In the last chapter, “Violence and the Na-
tion”, the author argues that the production of 
violence over these twenty years needs to be 
seen as an autonomous force, one which was 
not so much dependent on identities but rath-
er created political identities and allegiances. 
He sees no contradiction between anti-capi-
talist Bolshevik language/rhetoric and the 
nationalist ideology of violence. On this he 
concludes that the “nexus between the state 
and the nation is always the performance of 
violence. As a result, the nation is fundamen-
tally and unavoidably unstable as a political 
from, since it is centred upon a civic act that it 
cannot be effectively disciplined” (207).
II.
The author avoids subscribing to any par-
ticular school of thought or general theory of 
nationalism – and rightly so – with the argu-
ment that this would not be helpful and would 
not tally with the available historical record, 
which is proof of the diversity of the national 
phenomenon. He does not seem to subscribe 
wholly to the modernist paradigm of national-
ism, be it the approach of classic modernists 
such as Anthony D. Smith, Ernest Gellner, 
Benedict Anderson and Eric Hobsbawm.
Sanborn regards the nation as a type of 
ideology and defines ideology in this instance 
as a dialogue between the subject and the 
sovereign, as a mutually constitutive proc-
ess, in other words as an interactive, ongoing, 
dynamic and participatory historical force. As 
he puts it, “a covenant between sovereign 
and subjects regarding the way that power 
will be organised, the way that reality will be 
publicly understood, the way that events will 
become imbued with meaning, and the way 
that individuals will be able to find their place 
in the world” (16). 
According to the author, whose methodo-
logical preferences converge with those of 
Roger Brubaker,1 the nation is not the unified 
product of a collective imagination. As one 
can deduce from his argumentation, unity 
is basically a desire and not a pre-existing 
condition necessary for the nation. He does 
not regard the nation as ‘a state of conscious-
ness’ or as a ‘social collectivity’. For him the 
phenomenon of nation cannot be found in 
the realm of social and cultural solidarity. 
He argues that if the nation is the answer to 
the question of how social solidarity comes 
about in the modern world, then the nation is 
an unsuccessful project in Russia and almost 
everywhere else. For him the nation is an an-
swer to a different question: how political au-
thority is created in the modern world. As he 
puts it, “The national ideology was a ‘broader 
authoritarian response’ to the emergence of 
modern individualism and mass politics oc-
casioned by the Enlightenment and the revo-
lutionary era. The articulation of the nation 
throughout Europe, though founded on the 
egalitarian bases promoted by mainstream 
Enlightenment thinkers, was in essence con-
ducted by men who wished to restore a single 
source or ‘author’ of power” (202).
Hence the nation is a political field for 
important and acute interactions among 
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several subjectivities in the quest for identity 
and political power. He thus suggests that 
the nation be understood as a special kind of 
political framework, which mediates between 
thought and action. And he quotes Brubaker 
who said that nationalism “is produced – or 
better, is induced – by political fields of par-
ticular kinds. Its dynamics are governed by 
the properties of political fields, not by the 
properties of collectivities” (17).
One of the dominant perceptions in the 
literature of nationalism as well as in the 
specialised writings on Russian nationalism 
is that Russian nationalism falls under the 
category of ‘ethnic nationalism’, thus mak-
ing it, by definition, a ‘bad’ nationalism on the 
basis of Hans Kohn’s famous old distinction 
in which he classified the various national-
isms of Eastern Europe. Sanborn rejects this 
distinction between ‘bad’ ethnic nationalism 
and ‘good’ civic nationalism. As his book 
convincingly shows, the ideology deliberately 
pursued by the Russian state and military 
intellectuals is closer to the notion of civic 
nationalism, though this by no means im-
plies that this version of the national project 
– or any rendition of it for that matter – can do 
away with the negative features of national-
ism, such as violence, ethnocentrism or ex-
clusion. Hence the ‘good’, ‘liberal’, ‘Western’ 
ideals were not destroyed by the conditions 
of ‘Russia’s specificity’. Clearly the study 
in question can be placed within what is a 
new, rising and dynamic paradigm in Rus-
sian studies in which the Russian case is not 
seen as a deviation from was is seen as the 
‘European/Western’ standard.
On the contrary, the author maintains 
that there is considerable harmony between 
the Russian experience and that of other na-
tions. As he points out, the Russians used 
the same language/wording regarding the 
sense of discipline, self-sacrifice and mas-
culine vigour when it comes to the relation-
ship between the individual and society, as 
was done by all ethnic or civic nationalism 
worldwide. The appeals of the Russian state 
for the defence of the motherland were made 
by invoking notions and symbols widely ac-
cepted and understood throughout Europe 
and North America, while the response of 
the everyday Russian was similar to that of 
citizens in other countries west of Russia. 
One other merit of the book is that the au-
thor is constantly comparing, be it explicitly 
or implicitly, the Russian case with Western 
versions of the same phenomenon. 
The author, in studying military conscrip-
tion, attempts to highlight the ways in which a 
modern national ideology functioned in Rus-
sia in the first quarter of the twentieth century. 
According to him, the military reformers and 
the modernists created if not a nation, at least 
a blueprint of a nation, through the project of 
compulsory, nationwide and individual con-
scription that conveyed the idea of a common 
duty towards a common political/national 
community, which should be multiethnic and 
comprised of all the classes in society, and 
should stand alongside all the other European 
nations. At the same time the implementation 
of this project, be it partial or complete, quick 
or slow, meant that the imperial subjectivity 
transformed itself into a citizen imbued with 
the virtues of a citizen, and a politically active 
one at that.
Specialists in Russian history would ap-
preciate the fact that this book emphasises a 
number of key issues, sets pertinent questions 
and puts to task several well-established views 
of conventional wisdom in the study of Russian 
(and European) history, such as for instance the 
notion that peasants were, illiterate, indifferent 
and apolitical, which according to Sanborn was 
far from the case by the early twentieth century 
when peasants were enmeshed in major politi-
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cal issues. Finally the author engages in a fertile 
dialogue and debate regarding polar opposites 
such as ‘nation–empire’, ‘nation–class’, or the 
contradictory triptych ‘empire–nation–class’, 
accepting the general consensus in serious 
Russian scholarship that the nation was not 
the dominant ideology in the Russia of the 
early twentieth century. It was one of several 
ideologies competing for the hearts and minds 
of Russians, a situation that has been the cause 
of many a misunderstanding and confusion 
among contemporaries as well as historians.
For non-specialists, the various ideas 
that run through the book can be a stimulat-
ing intellectual challenge, exemplified by the 
following quote: “The nationalisation of mas-
culinity, of the family, of the land and of the 
local community means that any turn away 
from the nation must entail a restructuring 
not only of state borders but of modern men 
and women in their deepest forms of identity. 
The violence at the heart of these identities 
and social relationships is hidden in plain 
view” (208). It is with this pessimistic thought 
that Sanborn ends his book, reminding us 
that the violence hidden behind the figure of 
the citizen-soldier is constantly present and 
ready for the next spark.
FOOTNOTES
1  Roger Brubaker, Nationalism Reframed: Na-
tionhood and the National Question in the New 
Europe, Cambridge: Cambridge UP, 1996.
Paloma Aguilar Ferna΄ndez
Memory and Amnesia. 
The Role of the Spanish 
Civil War in the Transition 
to Democracy
New York and Oxford, Berghahn 
Books, 2002. xxii + 330 pp.1
by Kostis Kornetis
European University Institute, Florence
In 1979, forty years after the end of the Span-
ish Civil War (1936–39), Ronald Fraser’s 
Blood of Spain, an emblematic oral history 
reconstruction (in terms of oral history) of the 
conflict based on survivors’ memories, came 
to stir the waters of existing historiography 
on contemporary Spain. On the occasion of 
yet another anniversary, sixty years since 
the beginning of the war, Paloma Aguilar 
Fernández made a significant contribution to 
the flourishing discussion on memory, which 
makes parallel use of two key concepts: an 
exhaustive study of lieux de mémoire and 
commemorative symbolic practices, as 
well as a constant reference to the variety of 
‘political lessons’ that different generations 
take from crucial historical periods. Aguilar, 
like Fraser, challenges the Spanish histo-
riographical model which tends to render 
paramount importance to micro-history in 
order to reconstruct the ‘hard facts’ of the 
civil conflict. Instead, Aguilar focuses on the 
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deserved to be confronted militarily. The coup 
d’état and the war that followed were dubbed 
a “crusade” and were placed in a heroic cycle, 
which included the mythical medieval deeds 
of El Cid and Philip II’s Catholic Empire. As 
Aguilar shows, this discourse was adopted 
by historians, such as Ricardo de la Cierva, 
who eternalised the regime’s viewpoint con-
cerning the nature of the war. 
In Aguilar’s treatise, the study of lieux de 
mémoire takes on a very substantive mean-
ing, as she makes a thorough analysis of the 
role, function and symbolism of monuments, 
commemorative places and dates. Franco’s 
megalomaniac mausoleum at the Valle de 
los Caídos, the use of national foundation 
dates, such as the dual anniversaries of 1 
April (the beginning of the uprising) and 18 
July (its end), but also the evolution of these 
features in the post-Franco era is extremely 
compelling. In addition, Aguilar makes an ex-
haustive study of sources such as the news-
reels produced by No-Do (Noticiarios y Docu-
mentales Cinematográficos), school books, 
historiography and official government docu-
ments. Meticulous research of these sources 
convincingly demonstrates how the civil con-
flict was manipulated, delineating the subtle 
boundaries between memory and amnesia, 
allusions and direct references, presence 
and absence of the past in public discourse 
throughout the period in question.
As new generations emerged which 
had not experienced the conflict directly, 
the regime sought to acquire legitimacy not 
so much through the memory of the war 
as from the achievements of its aftermath. 
A new strategy was developed which was 
based on stressing the positive effects of 
‘peace’ since 1939: stability and growth as 
well as law and order were promoted as 
achievements of the regime. At a later point 
and with the advent of Opus Dei techno-
post-war period and on interpreting the win-
ners’ use and abuse of the past and how 
silence was instrumentalised in order to cre-
ate the ‘pathological amnesia’ that facilitated 
the Spanish transition to democracy. Thus, by 
proposing an analysis of collective represen-
tations, Aguilar opens the way to a history of 
mentalities and the mechanisms that shaped 
contemporary Spanish political culture. 
The book, based on Aguilar’s doctoral 
thesis in political science, tries to explore the 
construction of the historical memory of the 
Civil War from 1939 to 1978. The author ad-
dresses the thorny issue not of the civil war 
itself, but rather the memory of the conflict 
and the ways in which the latter has been dif-
fused through official channels into Spanish 
society. By analysing the official discourse of 
Francoism, Aguilar shows how the ‘national-
ist’ side searched for legitimisation after win-
ning the war, not only in terms of its own ori-
gins but also in terms of exercising power. 
Aguilar’s book is divided into three sec-
tions: a theoretical one, and two concerning 
the memory of the conflict and its appropria-
tion during the period of Francoist rule and the 
transition to democracy, that is from Franco’s 
death in 1975 to early 1978. Starting off with 
a detailed theoretical study of individual and 
collective memory and their poetics, Aguilar 
settles for the thesis that within a community 
there should be “a consensus regarding the 
lessons that should be drawn from the mem-
ory in question”, otherwise “we are faced 
with a conflictual historical memory, based 
on which it is almost impossible to build a 
common future” (8). Before analysing how 
this consensus was achieved, she moves 
on to discuss the ways in which Franco’s 
regime instrumentalised the past for its own 
purposes. Part of its strategy was to label the 
Second Republic (1931–1936) a feeble politi-
cal era, ruled by an illegitimate regime, which 
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benefits for more freedom. At the same time, 
fringes of Francoist culture still persisted and 
it was only after the first elections of 1977 
that a more solid democratic political culture 
evolved. Moreover, the partial success of 
new avenues of social mobility and the fear 
of renewed violence, fuelled by the memory 
of the Second Republic and the civil war, were 
among the major elements that determined 
the transition to the phase of democratic 
consolidation. Accordingly, as Aguilar ar-
gues, the Republican period continued to 
act as a negative paradigm even throughout 
the late 1970s. As the major political lesson 
drawn from the 1930s could be summarised 
in the mantra ‘never again’, public action was 
defined by the fear of a possible coup d’état 
and a recurrence of civil conflict. This ex-
plains, according to Aguilar, the cautious and 
subtle measures that were adopted in order 
to dismantle the foundational myths of the 
dictatorship. She concludes that the memory 
of the civil war was a key element in terms of 
turning the transitional process, often seen 
as a miraculously smooth experience, into a 
negotiating project based on consensus and 
mutual compromise, regulating the thorny 
issues of monarchy, regional autonomy and 
the electoral system. In other words, “[t]he 
memory of historical misfortune and the fear 
of the dangers of radicalisation contributed 
most to moderating the demands of all the 
important political and social groups of the 
time” (151). On that basis, the compromises 
that took place between the Right and the 
Left in order to ensure reconciliation, sealed 
with the Moncloa Pacts, were by and large 
endorsed by the wider public. 
Despite her detailed and systematic re-
view of the notions and nuances of various 
forms of social memory, however, Aguilar 
leaves some issues untouched. How can one 
deal with memory without turning to the sub-
crats to power a different political rhetoric 
was promoted and new tenets replaced its 
rigid ideological superstructure, such as 
economic performance and development. 
Eventually, the Movimiento started relaxing 
its grip on society with the implementation of 
the controlled liberalisation (apertura) in the 
early 1960s. At this point the regime acquired 
a wider popular base than the one it had ob-
tained during and after the war. 
Moving on to the third part of the book, 
concerning the 1970s, a systematic study 
of polls conducted by the IOP (Instituto de la 
Opinión Publica) shows that the growing seg-
ment of the populace that had not experienced 
the conflict felt both sides of the civil war 
were responsible for its outbreak and climax. 
In contrast, the period of Francoist rule, for 
which one side was clearly responsible, was 
an issue that was not going to be dealt with 
during the transition as it was still regarded 
as controversial and involved a divided mem-
ory that could not be easily reconciled. In that 
case, oblivion was instrumental in facilitating 
the process of homogenisation and gradual 
democratisation. Aguilar interestingly argues 
for a common etymological origin between 
amnesia and the key event that marked the 
Spanish Transición: the famous amnesty that 
was granted in 1977 for all actions committed 
by both sides, which opened up the road to 
reconciliation and buried any anti-Francoist 
hopes for retroactive justice. 
Remarkably, Aguilar notes that up to 
1978 at least most public enquiries included 
a large number of positive evaluations of 
the Francoist period, especially in regard to 
economic development, stability and rising 
living standards. So, although the activists 
of the Left created a wave of political unrest 
demanding liberty, amnesty and regional 
autonomy, a good number of Spaniards did 
not seem ready to sacrifice many of their 
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jects themselves? In this context, Luisa Pas-
serini’s rule of thumb according to which oral 
sources facilitate the exploration of memory 
under authoritarianism and the variations 
of subjectivity in history would be helpful.2 
Although Aguilar recognises the importance 
of individual memory, as well as that of fam-
ily memory and local networks, these do not 
seem to play a significant role in her recon-
struction. In effect, although she mentions the 
existence of counter-memories, she is first 
and foremost interested in the processes 
of the institutionalisation of a standardised, 
official memory form, disregarding other 
forms of memory production and alternative 
circuits of information, including crucially the 
new media forms which were boosted by the 
liberalisation experiment of the 1960s.
Another crucial problem in her approach 
is that instead of attempting to take into ac-
count differences in reception she attempts 
to quantify the impact of certain stimuli on 
collective memory. Who would remember 
the exact wording of propagandistic news-
reels, for instance, and how do we measure 
their impact on the collective imaginary and 
social memory? Government propaganda is 
not always effective and can easily backfire. 
Quantification problems also apply to the use 
Aguilar makes of the aforementioned opin-
ion polls, as she often disregards the fact that 
these were produced in an area of restricted 
freedom of expression and overwhelming 
fear. Moreover, although Aguilar’s main 
conclusion is that silence enabled the de-
mocratisation process, one could argue that 
it is difficult to say whether more pressure 
towards recognising the crimes committed 
during the civil war and its aftermath would 
have seriously hindered the positive outcome 
of the Transición. The abortive coup of Colo-
nel Tejero on 23 February 1981 demonstrates 
that the cautious process of reconciliation, 
fittingly described as the ‘pact of silence’, did 
not necessarily prevent the hardliners from 
envisaging a certain form of revival of the 
Francoist past. 
In 2001, Felipe González, Spanish Pre-
mier for twelve consecutive years, stated 
on the eve of the landslide electoral victory 
of the rival Partido Popular (PP), that one 
of his greatest regrets was that he did not 
contribute to the preservation of historical 
memory.3 González clearly alluded to the 
fact that his party, the socialist PSOE, never 
made a systematic criticism of the period of 
Francoism or fully rehabilitated its victims. 
At that time, deliberate absence of memory 
and commemoration was still part of a 
conscious attempt to preserve the spirit of 
reconciliation, which characterised the entire 
Transición. Ten years after the publication 
of Paloma Aguilar’s book, however, things 
seem to be changing rapidly. In 2002 the PP 
passed a decree recognising the victims of 
Francoism for the first time. In contrast, the 
recent removal of the remaining statues of 
Generalissimo Francisco Franco by the PSOE 
government of Rodríguez Zapatero caused 
great uproar and underlined once again the 
continuous existence of ‘Two Spains’. Other 
recent events, such as the exhumation of 
mass graves from the 1930s and subse-
quent reburials, the transfer of the Civil War 
Archives from Salamanca to Barcelona and 
the threat by military officers that the army 
would intervene in case the unity of Spain 
was threatened by the Catalan Statute of 
Autonomy, inevitably resurrected traumatic 
memories. Accordingly, even though some 
issues concerning the memory of the civil 
conflict and the way it has been dealt with by 
the Spanish elites have changed significantly 
over the past few years, administrating the 
past remains a political issue of considerable 
controversy. In her elegantly written and thor-
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oughly researched treatise, Paloma Aguilar 
Fernández epitomises this idea and offers a 
great contribution to the study of repression 
and propaganda, by documenting, among 
others, the contingent nature of memory and 
politics.
FOOTNOTES
1  Originally published as Memoria y olvido de la 
Guerra Civil española, Madrid: Alianza Edito-
rial, 1996.
2  Luisa Passerini, “La memoria europea fra to-
talitarismo e democrazia”, in Gianpaolo Calchi 
Novati, Luciano Canfora, Enzo Collotti, Mar-
cello Flores, Nicola Gallerano (eds), Politiche 
della memoria, Rome: Manifestolibri, 1993, pp. 
77–95 (86).
3  Felípe González and Juan Luis Cebrián, El 
futuro no es lo que era. Una conversación, 
Madrid: Punto de Lectura, 2001, p. 36.
Fariba Zarinebaf, John Bennet, 
and Jack L. Davis 
A Historical and Economic 
Geography of Ottoman 
Greece: The Southwestern 
Morea in the 18th Century
[= Hesperia Supplement 34]
Athens: American School of 
Classical Studies at Athens, 2005. 
328 pp. + CD–ROM
by Eleni Gara
University of the Aegean
The last fifteen years have witnessed a rapid 
rise in the number of diachronic regional 
studies projects in Greece conducted by in-
ternational teams, usually under the auspices 
of the American or British Archaeological 
Schools at Athens. These interdisciplinary 
projects bring together specialists from dif-
ferent fields with the aim to investigate the 
history of land use and settlement in areas 
of major archaeological interest from pre-
historical to modern times. Between 1991 
and 1995 the Pylos Regional Archaeological 
Project (PRAP) conducted fieldwork in the 
Peloponnese in an area centred on the site 
of ancient Pylos. A Historical and Economic 
Geography of Ottoman Greece is a by-product 
of that project and resulted from the close 
collaboration between Fariba Zarinebaf, an 
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Ottomanist, John Bennet, an Aegean ar-
chaeologist, and Jack L. Davis, a classical 
archaeologist and director of PRAP. It con-
sists of an introduction, five chapters (the last 
of which is entitled “Conclusions”) and four 
appendixes and concordances each, which 
together amount to one fourth of the volume. 
It is supplemented by a CD–ROM containing 
maps and illustrations, as well as a facsimile 
edition of an Ottoman cadastral survey.
The book includes articles by various 
authors, almost all of whom present and 
analyse Ottoman archival material concerning 
the district of Anavarin in the early eighteenth 
century; its centrepiece is the cadastral survey 
of 1716. The authors combine, in an inventive 
way, research based on archival material and 
other historical sources, and the results of 
diachronic archaeological fieldwork. Chap-
ters 3 and 4 are especially successful in this 
respect, as they demonstrate how much can 
be learned from the collaboration between 
historians and archaeologists, as well as 
from painstaking analysis and minute ex-
amination of settlement and land use within 
a small-scale region. Thus the volume is a 
highly welcome contribution to the history of 
south-western Messenia in the early eight-
eenth century even though it falls short of be-
ing “an historical and economic geography of 
Ottoman Greece”, as claimed in the title.
A compilation of essentially sepa-
rate studies and translations of Ottoman 
sources – their common denominator is 
that they concern a remote administrative 
district consisting of a total of twenty-two 
settlements, including the suburb and two 
fortresses of Navarino, shortly after the Ot-
toman reconquest in 1715 – cannot seriously 
lay claims to a generalisation to that extent. 
A certain discrepancy between the title and 
actual contents is to be expected in any book; 
but in the case of A Historical and Economic 
Geography of Ottoman Greece it is perilously 
close to deception. In their conclusion, the au-
thors acknowledge that the real focus of the 
volume is the district of Anavarin (211); but it 
remains a fact that not only did they opt for an 
incongruous title but also continue to regard 
their book as “a first attempt … to compose a 
social and economic history of the Morea … in 
the 15th through 18th centuries” (xv).
Ottoman sources, important as they might 
be, are hardly a panacea for the social and 
economic history of the early modern Balkans. 
Documents generated by the central adminis-
tration have serious limitations and, whenever 
possible, must be used in combination with 
local – as well as non-Ottoman – sources. The 
authors have done an excellent job in combining 
information from sources of different origin in 
Chapters 3 and 4. But they utterly failed to do so 
in Chapter 1, a piece written by Fariba Zarinebaf 
and bearing the title “Soldiers into Tax-farmers 
and Reaya into Sharecroppers: The Ottoman 
Morea in the Early Modern Period”. 
In the course of her work for the PRAP, 
Zarinebaf read hundreds of Ottoman docu-
ments (detailed on pp. xvi–xix), and Chapter 
1 resulted from her effort to understand and 
analyse them against the background of 
general trends in Ottoman history. Her arti-
cle amounts essentially to a reproduction of 
the established narrative on Ottoman social 
and economic history adapted to the Morean 
case and illustrated with examples from Ot-
toman documents, most of which concern 
the district of Anavarin. Her study reads like 
an introduction to major issues of Ottoman 
history (including the application and gradual 
disintegration of the timar system, the shift to 
tax-farming and the privatisation of revenue 
collection, and the proliferation of çifliks) and 
also presents a considerable amount of infor-
mation from unpublished archival material. It 
is very useful to those not familiar with the 
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historiographic tradition of Ottoman studies; 
her conclusions regarding the administra-
tion of revenue in the Morea and ownership 
of land in the district of Anavarin are indeed 
significant.
Nevertheless, despite its claims oth-
erwise, Chapter 1 is not and cannot be the 
“first tentative social and economic history 
of the Morea, from its initial conquest by the 
Ottomans in the 15th century until the Greek 
Revolution of 1821” (7). This chapter is indeed 
“the first time that anyone has attempted 
to write such a history based principally on 
Ottoman, rather than Greek and Venetian, 
sources” (ibid.); but this does not prove an 
advantage in this case. Unusually for a Balkan 
province, for the eighteenth-century Morea 
there is a variety of non-Ottoman sources, 
most of which have already been published 
and used by Greek scholars. Short of a few 
scattered references to Greek and Balkan 
historiography, Zarinebaf, however, does not 
integrate this scholarship into her study; as a 
consequence, Morean society is completely 
missing from her account. 
More specifically, Apostolos Vacalopou-
los’s 1967 work has not been the “standard 
Greek perspective” (9, note 1) since the 1980s; 
the three studies by John Alexander and 
Vassilis Dimitriades mentioned in the same 
footnote are not the only examples of a “more 
balanced approach incorporating some Turk-
ish archival material” by Greek scholars nor 
the most recent; most of all, there is hardly 
any ongoing debate (as she claims) between 
Greek or other Balkan historians on the one 
hand and Ottomanists on the other concern-
ing issues such as the demographic effects of 
the Ottoman conquest (10) or the emergence 
of çiftliks (40). There used to be such a de-
bate over thirty years ago, before the work 
of Ottomanists such as Halil İnalcık, Machiel 
Kiel, Bruce McGowan and Suraiya Faroqhi 
revealed different aspects of the issue and 
put forward more persuasive explanations; 
since then, Greek and other Balkan histori-
ans have incorporated the Ottomanist view 
into their work. 
Several major issues of Morean social 
and economic history in the eighteenth 
century that have generated long and ongo-
ing debates are also missing. These include 
the evolvement of a hierarchically structured 
system of provincial representation in which 
Christians fully participated, the impact of 
depopulation, war and rebellion on the con-
solidation of çiflik estates, the emergence of 
a Christian landowning elite heavily involved 
in local tax-farming and commerce, the pecu-
liarities of society and administration in Maina 
(Mane), the impact of the rebellion of 1770 
(Orlophika) and the collapse of public order 
in the wake of its suppression. Knowledge 
of existing scholarship would have helped 
Zarinebaf look for diverse documentation in 
the archives, put more elaborate and subtle 
questions to her sources and, in general, 
better evaluate the archival material at her 
disposal. As it stands, her account of the ma-
jor developments in the Morea is quite useful 
for the period up to the mid-eighteenth cen-
tury but completely hopeless for later times. 
Especially the concluding paragraphs, which 
are devoted to the rebellion of 1770 and its 
impact, should have analysed the complexity 
of the matter further. A revision of Morean 
history from the perspective of Ottoman 
studies, which is badly needed, should be 
done by confronting established narratives 
and combining Ottoman and non-Ottoman 
sources, as Molly Greene has done for Crete 
(A Shared World: Christians and Muslims in 
the Early Modern Mediterranean, Princeton: 
Princeton UP, 2000). While Zarinebaf’s study 
is useful and presents a lot of new archival 
information on the Morea, especially the 
http://epublishing.ekt.gr | e-Publisher: EKT | Downloaded at 11/01/2020 00:44:27 |
198
Book Reviews HISTOREIN
V
O
L
U
M
E
 6 (2006)
199
district of Anavarin, it must be read comple-
mentary to other studies about the region and 
its society.
Transliterations of personal and place 
names in the cadastral survey are also 
problematic to the informed reader, while 
creating unnecessary confusion to those 
who have no experience with such sources. 
Contrary to the well-established practice re-
garding non-Turkish Balkan names (Greek, 
Albanian, Slavic, etc.), the authors opted for a 
transliteration that completely ignores Greek 
pronunciation and betrays unfamiliarity 
with both local names and the orthographic 
conventions used by Ottoman administra-
tors in the Balkan provinces. The letter vav, 
for instance, is almost always (not consist-
ently, as the authors claim (148, note 136)) 
transliterated as “u”, regardless of whether 
it corresponds to a “u” or an “o”. This is an 
unfortunate choice, not only because it trans-
forms local names almost beyond recogni-
tion, but mainly because it gives the impres-
sion that the Ottoman surveyors registering 
local names did an incredibly sloppy job. This, 
however, was not the case. Surveyors wrote 
down the names they were told according 
to certain orthographic conventions, which 
changed somewhat over time but remained 
essentially the same since the early sixteenth 
century. Thus reading Dimu, Kuste, Yorgu, 
Yurki, Yanagu, Panayud instead of the usual 
Dimo, Kosta, Yorgo, Yorgi, Yanako, Panayod, 
or place names such as Akşirulakad instead 
of İkşerolakad, Ayu Yurki instead of Ayo Yorgi, 
Luteru instead of Lutro, are pretentious and 
not helpful. Often, they prove a real impedi-
ment to readers, since place names appear 
in the volume’s index only in Ottoman. This 
makes the index less useful to anyone 
who is not well versed in Ottoman archival 
material. For instance, there is no entry for 
Monemvasia; whoever looks for relevant 
information should search under Manafşe 
(and not Menekşe, which is the more widely 
known variation of the name). The absence of 
Greek place names from both the index and 
Concordance III (297–9) is all the more puz-
zling, since the most important place names 
are already correctly identified in the text (see 
especially Table 3.1 (149–50)).
The concordance of the names of the reaya 
(Concordance I (283–93)), on the other hand, 
suffers from a limited knowledge of modern 
Greek and/or poor copyediting. The transla-
tion of an Ottoman cadastral survey is not an 
easy matter and mistakes are unavoidable; in 
this case, however, there are far too many to 
ignore. Examples include misplaced accents 
(e.g. Κωστάντης instead of Κωσταντής); ortho-
graphical errors (e.g. Χρηστόφιλος instead of 
Χριστόφιλος); unidentified names (e.g. Biraşkiva 
[= Paraşkeva], i.e. Παρασκευάς), inadequately 
identified names (e.g. İstahtu, İstahtuta [i.e. 
Στάχτος, Σταχτούτας] have nothing to do with 
the given name Στάθης but are family or nick-
names); reading mistakes (the name Zafir, i.e. 
Ζαφείρης, was misread as Zahir in one case and 
Zahiri in the second, which were then identified 
as Ζαχαρίας in the concordance). More grave 
are reading mistakes leading to wrong conclu-
sions, such as where the erroneous reading of 
a Greek name leads to the remark that “[h]ere 
is a Christian who has converted, but he, like 
the other reaya at Pile, pays ispence, a tax 
normally levied only on non-Muslims” (283–4). 
An examination of the facsimile shows that this 
was not a Muslim convert named Abdi but a 
Christian called Yamandi (∆ιαµαντής). The com-
mentary on family names (286–7) is particularly 
unfortunate in this respect, and demonstrates 
a degree of amateurishness disappointing in 
such a publication.
The choice of certain transliterations and 
translations of Ottoman terms are also prob-
lematic; although not wrong per se, they may 
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Minna Rozen (ed.)
The Last Ottoman Century 
and Beyond: The Jews in 
Turkey and the Balkans
2 vols. Tel Aviv: Tel Aviv UP, 
2005 (vol. 1), 2002 (vol. 2). 495 
+ 424 pp.
by Vangelis Kechriotis
Boğaziçi University
The study of non-Muslim communities has, 
over the last twenty-five years, turned into 
one of the major research fields of Ottoman 
studies. The first volume to address the is-
sue in particular was Christians and Jews in 
the Ottoman Empire, edited by Bernard Lewis 
and Benjamin Braude (New York: Holmes & 
Meier, 1982). The innovative character of the 
volume is due to the fact that it addressed all 
non-Muslim communities within the same 
comparative framework. Since its publica-
tion in 1982, the volume has been criticised 
on a number of levels, two of which will be 
addressed here. Firstly, it axiomatically con-
sidered non-Muslims to be a separate entity 
and consequently addressed their experiences 
separately from those of Muslims in areas 
where the population generally shared similar 
concerns. Secondly, in most accounts, the rel-
evant research did not involve sources written 
in the language of the particular community. 
Therefore it tended to ignore the intricacies 
cause unnecessary confusion. These include 
varış instead of the usual varoş, kerhane (usu-
ally translated as brothel) instead of kârhane 
(workshop), mazra a instead of mezraa, “inno-
vative tax on pigs” (bid’at-i hinazir), “crime tax 
from fines” (bad-i hava ve cürm-i cinayet), etc. 
Another confusing aspect is that in the trans-
lations from the cadastral survey concerning 
mezraas, these are sometimes referred to as 
mazra as in the heading and çiftliks in the text 
of the entry (e.g. nos. 3, 7, 11, 38).
A Historical and Economic Geography of 
Ottoman Greece is dedicated to the three au-
thors’ “Turkish and Greek students in hope of 
promoting a better understanding of a shared 
history and common humanity” (v). This is a 
noble cause, but is not adequately served by 
a publication which not only ignores Greek 
scholarship but also makes Ottoman admin-
istrators look like arrogant fools who were 
incapable of registering Greek personal and 
place names properly. The volume emanates 
a ‘colonial’ attitude, which, this reviewer is 
sure, was not in the authors’ intentions. It is 
regrettable, not only because the volume rep-
resents years of copious and meticulous – as 
well as tedious – work, but mainly because it is 
in many respects an invaluable publication. A 
Historical and Economic Geography of Ottoman 
Greece: The Southwestern Morea in the 18th 
Century may not fulfil what its title promises, 
but it is a significant contribution to Ottoman 
regional history and indeed indispensable to 
those interested in settlement, land use, and 
agricultural production in the southwestern 
Morea in the early eighteenth century. 
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of community life and considered the political 
or cultural attitudes of these communities as 
monolithic in character. 
Since then, much water has passed un-
der the bridge. In the 1990s the interest in the 
different communities of the Empire took a 
different turn and was systematised. What 
emerged were volumes which regarded 
each community separately. The volumes 
Ottoman Greeks in the Age of Nationalism, 
edited by Dimitris Gontikas and Charles Is-
sawi (Princeton: Darwin Press, 1999), Jews 
of the Ottoman Empire, edited by Avigdor 
Levy (Princeton: Darwin Press, 1994), Arme-
nians in the Ottoman Empire: An Anthology 
of Transformation, 13th–19th centuries, ed-
ited by Vatche Ghazarian (Waltham: Mayreni, 
1997), constitute collections of articles or 
conference proceedings which investigate 
several aspects of the abovementioned 
populations. The novelty in these cases was 
that more and more scholars who ethnically 
identified themselves with these communi-
ties, whether they still inhabit in the region 
or elsewhere, were involved in the study of 
the relevant subjects. They profited from their 
fluency in the respective languages as well 
as a local historiographical tradition which, 
slightly parochial as it may have been, paved 
the way through significant empirical work. 
The disadvantage of these collections was, 
of course, that they tended to ignore parallel 
cases. The elaborate accounts and sophisti-
cated analyses they included could have been 
easily applied to other cases had there been 
a willingness to do so. It is noteworthy that in 
the same period it was the French historio-
graphical tradition which promptly supplied 
such an approach. Volumes such as Villes 
Ottomanes â la fin de l’Empire and Vivre dans 
l’Empire Ottoman: sociabilités et relations 
intercommunautaires (XVIIIe–XXe siècles, ed-
ited by François Georgeon and Paul Dumont 
(Paris: Harmattan, 1992-1997), fall into this 
category. What has become obvious is that 
a methodological configuration is required 
to take advantage of the experience gained 
from individual cases, and to proceed not in a 
holistic approach that eliminates differences 
and peculiarities nor in one that derives from 
the perspective of the state, but in a way that 
tackles the emerging heterodoxies; in other 
words, the ways in which communities and 
individuals developed through their interac-
tion with each other.
Minna Rozen’s voluminous work may 
be placed in this historiographical context. 
Author and editor of these two volumes, she 
is Professor of Jewish History at the Uni-
versity of Haifa, well-known for her study A 
History of the Jewish Community in Istanbul: 
The Formative years, 1453–1566 (Leiden: 
Brill, 2002). This time she undertakes the 
difficult task of narrating the history of Jewry 
in the much larger geography of the Balkans 
in the late Ottoman period. The fist volume 
provides a comprehensive and analytically 
valuable survey of the historical trajectory 
of Jewish communities in the Balkans and 
in Turkey from the beginning of Mahmut II’s 
reign to the Second World War, sustained by 
abundant documentation and written in a 
manner that can introduce the subject mat-
ter to the reader who might not be familiar 
with the period. It raises a series of crucial 
historiographical issues and seeks to provide 
answers to relevant questions. Her declared 
aim is “securing the place of the communi-
ties of Turkey and the Balkans in the collec-
tive historical memory of the Jews on the 
basis of real facts rather than conventions 
and wishful thinking” (8). The second volume 
includes articles from a conference that was 
held in 1995 at the Goldstein-Goren Diaspora 
Research Center at Tel Aviv University. Ac-
cording to the editor, the articles offer “an 
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exploration of the impact on the fate of Ot-
toman Sephardic Jewry of the processes of 
westernisation and modernisation within the 
Ottoman Empire, the growth of modern-day 
nationalism, and finally the collapse of the 
Empire and the establishment of nation-
states on its former territories” (7). Confer-
ence participants from diverse academic 
backgrounds and different countries, from 
Israel to Bosnia-Herzegovina, were invited to 
a “candid discussion of a range of questions 
whose answers had generally been dictated 
by the national affiliation of the authors” (8). 
One cannot but be impressed by the line-up 
of the scholars involved, ranging from Ilbert 
Ortayli, Heath Lowry and Selim Deringil from 
Ottoman studies, to Steven Bowman, Shmuel 
Raphael, Daniel Carpi from Jewish Studies, 
as well as many scholars specialising in the 
history of the Balkan countries. Due to the 
mass of material involved, this review is 
limited to the first volume, as it creates the 
historiographical ground for the individual 
contributions in the second. 
In the first chapter of this volume, the 
author offers a survey of different theories 
of nationalism, trying to invoke different 
interpretations on the development of Jew-
ish nationalism. She interestingly raises the 
issue of the religious affiliation of many of 
the theoreticians of nationalism. It is seldom 
considered that Elie Kedurie, Ernest Gellner, 
Anthony Smith, Eric Hobsbawm and Isaiah 
Berlin are Jewish. Rosen’s prompt explana-
tion is of an existential nature: “Jewish exist-
ence confronts those who are born into it 
with trials more difficult than those known by 
other people” (29). What is more, she claims 
that in all these cases the study of national-
ism involves, at least, some explanation with 
respect to the fate of the Jews during the past 
200 years. None of the scholars mentioned 
above were Zionists; in fact, some of them 
were anti-Zionists. She eventually compares 
these scholars to those of their colleagues 
who travelled from Eastern Europe to Israel 
and who have no doubts that “the members 
of other national groups might have invented 
their nationality but the Jewish people had 
certainly not done so – it is ancient and 
eternal and will endure forever” (31). Mod-
ern theories of nationalism, however, have 
influenced a younger generation of scholars 
in Israel. This is portrayed by Rozen as a re-
sult of the state’s failure to fulfil its promise 
to provide safety and justice for the Jewish 
population, which had believed in it so much. 
Thus, she describes the development of a 
heated debate among Israeli intellectuals 
who are grouped as positivists, neo-nation-
alists or de-constructionists. Beyond the re-
alisation that these debates encapsulate the 
philosophical dilemma on whether ‘ultimate 
truth’ (sic) exists, the author turns to the more 
practical, asking “to what extent are the theo-
ries outlined above valid in the Ottoman and 
post-Ottoman contexts” (40).
In the second chapter, she refers to the 
emergence of Turkish and other local na-
tionalisms at the end of the Ottoman era. 
She concludes that “the inability to produce 
a precise theory of nationalism in this part 
of the world stems from the complexity of 
human activity” (50). One certainly wonders, 
as Vassillis Lambropoulos has argued, why 
local intellectuals in the Balkans were unable 
to “abstract their region from its special his-
tory and place”,1 as it was the case in Central 
Europe or the Caribbean. In any case this is 
one of the weakest chapters of the book. 
In the third chapter, Rozen discusses the 
reforms in the Ottoman Empire and the sta-
tus of the Jewish population. The beginning of 
this process represented a severe blow to the 
Jews of the Empire, who had tied their fate 
to the janissaries, the elite military and social 
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group that was eliminated by Sultan Mahmut 
II, which paved the path for the implementa-
tion of the reforms and the concomitant rise 
of Greek and Armenian businessmen. This 
led to the “cultural empowerment of the 
Christian communities of the empire and the 
coalescing of their group identity” (57). This 
new impetus led the Jews of the Empire to 
promptly imitate the ‘Francos’, the Jewish 
subjects of Western states, just as Christian 
communities identified with Christian Europe. 
The westernisation of the community was 
also the result of the insecurity it felt under 
the new circumstances (61). 
Chapter four describes the impact of the 
reforms on the social and spiritual world of 
Ottoman Jewry. The conservative character 
of the community was challenged by the re-
forms which lead to the blood libels and the 
founding of the Alliance Israélite Universelle. 
The press also provided information and be-
came an agent of social change. Moreover, 
Anglo-American missionary institutions 
provided inspiration for secular education, 
offering alternatives to the younger gen-
eration. European influences had a different 
impact in different ways in various centres of 
the Empire. The several streams, however, 
that flowed through the Jewish communi-
ties resulted in intensifying the awareness 
of Jewish uniqueness in an unprecedented 
manner (65–7).
Chapter five refers to the Istanbul com-
munity in particular during the whole period 
up to the treaty of Lausanne. Despite the 
warm welcome extended to them by the Jew-
ish community, the reforms did not advance 
rapidly because in reality the sort of cen-
tralisation they introduced was alien to their 
political culture. In addition, many Ottoman 
Jews were unhappy with the interference of 
well-to-do ‘Francos’ in Ottoman affairs (80). 
Moreover, the reorganisation and the conflicts 
within the community provided an arena for 
social struggle between the wealthy elite and 
a broad part of the population that gradually 
embraced Zionism as a political but also as a 
social justice cause (129). Before she moves 
on to the other communities of the Empire, 
in a tiny chapter on the Balkan nations’ wars 
of independence Rozen addresses the di-
lemma that Jewish populations of the period 
encountered. They were expected to replace 
their sense of loyalty and connection to the 
Ottoman state with a comparable affinity 
for a different political entity (131). Thus, the 
fear for an uncertain future within the new 
political formations, partly deriving from the 
fragmentation of what used to be a unified 
political and geographical space, hindered 
their immediate integration. One way or an-
other, they experienced the violence that the 
transition from one form of government to 
another entailed (136). 
The most indicative example, of course, 
that illustrates the traumatic character of 
this transition is provided by the Jewish 
community in Salonica, described in chapter 
seven. Despite the similarities in the fate of 
different communities in the region and the 
unavoidable repetitions throughout the book, 
the Jewry of Salonica certainly deserved to 
be addressed separately. The difference, for 
instance, with the relatively small community 
in Istanbul is stark. Whereas the latter could 
always adopt a low profile while supporting 
the status quo, the former, due to its numeri-
cal preponderance, took a much more active 
part in political developments and they were 
largely influenced by the local Balkan national 
movements, appropriating thus their argu-
ments and discourse, occasionally against 
the Ottomans (137–40). Still, the Salonican 
community experienced a transformation 
similar to the one in Istanbul. Westernised 
‘Francos’, like the Allatinis, the equivalent of 
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the Cammondos in Istanbul, became involved 
in public affairs with the explicit task of imple-
menting Ottoman reforms while at the same 
time imposing their own authority over the 
traditional conservative elites. This was not 
an easy task and aroused the reaction of the 
rabbis and large segments of the population 
who could not afford the high cost of building 
new educational institutions, for instance, 
especially if one considers their heavy debts 
to the Ottoman administration (145). In order 
to sustain tranquillity community leaders 
introduced more efficient economic manage-
ment while making significant contributions 
to community coffers (151). On the whole, the 
community, active as it was, responded to the 
challenges of the time and to different Balkan 
nationalisms in particular by supporting the 
notion of a common Ottoman identity. Both in 
the post-Tanzimat period, starting from the 
1870s, but also after the Young Turk move-
ment (152–7), Ottomanism was supported 
both by the newly emerging modernising 
bourgeoisie as well as the working class 
represented by the famous Federacion. How-
ever, the experience of these years paved the 
ground for the development of Zionism. As 
the author points out, it was not a coincidence 
that Jewish nationalism and socialism devel-
oped at the same time as ethnic antagonism 
did between different communities (161). In 
Salonica, too, the socioeconomic rift between 
the lower social strata that supported Zion-
ism and the higher one that supported the 
status quo became too obvious (163). 
In a subchapter entitled “The Jews of 
Greece and their new state, 1912–1923”, 
Rozen narrates the incorporation of the Sa-
lonican Jewish community in particular into 
the existing legal framework. The period after 
1912 was a difficult one for the community 
considering the atrocities committed against 
the civilian population of all sides and the 
great fire of 1917 that irreversibly altered the 
urban planning and character of the city (176). 
Despite the polarisation between Greeks and 
Jews, however, Rosen points out that Salonica 
was the first city where “Jews were to achieve 
equality so quickly, and even more, to be given 
virtually immediate recognition of their ethnic 
uniqueness” (171). The reason for that, of 
course, was the fear on the part of the Greek 
government that local Jewry might support a 
secession movement. Relations, however, be-
came increasingly tense resulting from, in the 
author’s opinion, the rapid increase of support 
for the Zionists, especially after the Balfour 
Declaration of 1917 (177–81). 
Chapter eight addresses the history of 
the Jews in other Balkan states in the period 
up to the end of the Second World War. The 
Jews in the south Slavic lands were mostly 
Ashkenazi who migrated over the course of 
the nineteenth century and settled in different 
regions of the Habsburg Empire (187). Croatia 
and Vojvodina were the first southern Slavic 
lands to see the development of modern Jew-
ish nationalism (188). This was caused, the au-
thor points out, by the “well-developed cultural 
characteristics” of the majority population and 
its outcome was “a trend toward secularisation 
and a strong urge to blend into the surround-
ing society” (191–2). In Serbia, on the contrary, 
where nation-state building had started much 
earlier, the religious difference of the Jews 
from the rest of the population set an obstacle 
to obtaining equal civic rights (193). The same 
is true for the Jews in Bulgaria, the obvious 
difference being that by the time Bulgaria 
gained autonomy and independence, Jews 
had already experienced a sweeping West-
ernisation which, “imprinted by its Sephardi 
origins, emphasised all the more its foreign 
status amid the larger society” (197).
Chapter nine refers to the Jews in the in-
terwar period in all these countries, starting 
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with Turkey. Rozen claims that this part was 
the most difficult to write since the archives 
of the republican period are not accessible to 
researchers. It is truly ironic when one con-
siders that Turkey boasts of having protected 
its Jewish population, not only the indigenous 
one, but also the immigrant one which ar-
rived in those stormy years. Despite the lack 
of material, it is clear that the devastation of 
the Turkish lands during the First World War 
and the subsequent War of Independence did 
not leave the Jewish population untouched 
either. Yet, Turkish Jews hoped that the new 
Republic would offer them equal opportuni-
ties and a safe life. Therefore, they “did not 
reflect in any way a wish to live somewhere 
else” (229). However, developments from 
1926 onwards disenchanted the elites of all 
the religious minorities that were recognised 
as such by the Lausanne Treaty. A series 
of discriminatory measures (non-eligibility 
for the civil service, suppression of minor-
ity languages, state intervention in com-
munity foundations, etc.) marked the shift 
to the more authoritarian policies pertinent 
to Turkish nation-state building (238). This 
is one of the rare occasions that the author 
addresses the experience of the Jewish 
community within the broader framework 
of the treatment of non-Muslims under the 
Ottoman and Turkish administrations. This 
makes some sense, as while Christians 
and Jews had in the past followed different 
trajectories and developed even antagonistic 
attitudes due to their relations with different 
parts of the Ottoman elites, this time all mi-
norities were faced with practically the same 
circumstances. Despite the policy of equality 
proclaimed by the Turkish authorities, anti-
Semitic sentiments within Turkish society 
were on the rise in the 1930s and this led to 
several violent outbreaks (239–44). This in-
creased the desire among the Turkish Jewry 
for immigration to Palestine, which was not 
permitted by the authorities however. Rosen 
points out the discrepancy between the posi-
tive Turkish attitude towards Zionist activity in 
Palestine as a means to “disrupt the chain of 
Arab states in the region”’ and the Turkifica-
tion policies at home. Despite this, however, in 
a period when Nazi propaganda had begun to 
dominate in Europe Turkish Jews could have 
considered themselves relatively safe (255). 
As for the Greek Jewry, the author chal-
lenges the well-established assumption 
that the inter-war period was ‘a life- and 
death-struggle’ between Greek and Jewish 
merchants in Salonica. Actually, she argues, 
that the several violent incidents in Salonica 
was concomitant with the overall rising tide of 
anti-Semitism in Europe and she maintains 
that that the term ‘economic anti-Semitism’ 
does not accurately describe the history of 
Salonica’s Jews during the period (261). The 
need to survive under a new state adminis-
tration led to the formation of two ideological 
camps: the assimilationists, who wished the 
community to merge into Greek society, and 
the Zionists, who tried to convince it otherwise 
(267). The fact, however, that the Zionists, 
who managed to dominate the 1928 com-
munity elections, were labelled by the state 
authorities as ‘leftist extremists’ accounts 
for the general assumption that the Jews 
of Salonica were ‘communists’. In a period 
of anti-communist propaganda this label did 
not enhance their image (277). This climate, 
Rozen argues, led to the burning down of the 
Campbell quarter, the most tragic incident of 
anti-Semitism in that period. This incident 
marked the turning point in the self-identi-
fication of local Jewry. On the whole, Rosen 
claims that this is “yet another example of 
the difficulty of the modern nation-states that 
arose on the ashes of the Ottoman Empire 
to tolerate elements that were not identical 
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to the ruling majority in all respects” (289). In 
any case, this was the period when the mi-
gration to Palestine set out. The author con-
siders this movement as a result of economic 
and political oppression, accentuated by the 
Greek authorities’ claim that the (Christian) 
Greeks of the city were suffering more from 
the hardship caused by the Great Depression, 
making them more deserving of support than 
the Jews (300). Therefore, despite their loy-
alty to the nation-state, many Jews were left 
without much choice. This is how the author 
interprets their sentiments “We have to leave 
Salonica because it is not a haven any more. 
The only haven outside Salonica is the one we 
will create for ourselves in a country of our 
own, Zion” (301). In the Slavic lands, the crea-
tion of Yugoslavia, the coexistence of differ-
ence Slavic ethnicities under the one political 
umbrella, and the vagueness regarding the 
definition of the Yugoslav nation allowed local 
Jews, of which those in Croatia had already 
developed a strong secular identity, to iden-
tify themselves as Yugoslavs despite Ser-
bian attempts to impose their culture (320). 
As for Bulgaria, Rosen points out that the 
promptness of the local Jewish community 
in assimilating itself into the institutions of 
the nation-state and its organisational ability 
and efficiency allowed Jews to fight for their 
rights with relative success compared to their 
co-religionists in other states (320). 
The last chapter, “The end of a Diaspora”, 
discusses what the outcome of the Second 
World War meant for Balkan Jewry. Despite 
their different status and circumstances, the 
communities throughout the region were 
similarly devastated. The standard explana-
tion offered is that the experience of the war 
together with the establishment of the state 
of Israel led the surviving members of these 
communities to migrate (333). Rozen insists, 
however, that particular circumstances 
should also be considered. In Yugoslavia, 
even though they had fought with the par-
tisans, Jews did not feel protected from 
anti-Semitism in a state which, interestingly, 
officially assisted their migration to Palestine 
(338). In Greece, the devastation of Salonican 
Jewry stands, for various reasons, in stark 
contrast to the fate of the Jews of Central 
Greece. As the author points out, despite 
the fact that even in the Salonican case the 
local Christian population did not in any way 
participate in the deportations, it considered 
it a ‘Jewish problem’ and having themselves 
suffered deportation as refugees from their 
birthplaces in Turkey, they did not anticipate 
the outcome of this particular deportation 
(346). In Greece, however, it is common 
knowledge that important sites belonging 
to the Jewish community, the cemetery for 
instance, were promptly taken over by the lo-
cal administration and the social and spatial 
vacuum left was soon filled by the local popu-
lation. Bulgarian Jewry, the best organised in 
the Balkans, was economically devastated. 
However, despite the fact that Bulgaria was 
the only Balkan satellite of Germany and 
was expected to treat its Jewry accordingly, 
it did not do so, a development which gave 
rise to different political and historiographical 
interpretations both in Bulgaria and abroad 
(352). As for Turkey, despite the legendary 
protection that it provided to its indigenous 
and immigrant Jewry, the property tax (varlık 
vergisi) that was imposed on all non-Muslim 
entrepreneurs, purportedly to meet the needs 
of the emergency caused by the war, led to 
the devastation of the communities and ac-
celerated a sense of alienation which paved 
the way to migration (360–1). It was the poor 
who emigrated initially, supported in their 
departure by the financial elite of each com-
munity, who themselves eventually followed 
suit (367). 
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In her epilogue, Rosen maintains that the 
urge to escape death and the desire to per-
petuate themselves were the stimuli for Jew-
ish emigration (369). It is not clear, however, 
whether she is aware of the fact that these 
psychological elements cannot serve as an 
explanatory scheme and can be applied to any 
living community, leading thus to a tautology. 
Much more persuasive is her assessment of 
the development of Jewish nationalism in the 
context of the Empire’s collapse and the “the 
awakening of primordial urges to glorify the 
new nation” (379). 
This review started with certain historio-
graphical remarks and will conclude accord-
ingly. Over the last ten years a series of works 
have addressed the fate of Jewry in different 
Balkan countries. The works of Rena Molho 
and Rifat Bali on the Jews of Greece and Tur-
key,2 for instance, have been path-breaking. 
Recently, Giorgos Margaritis has broadened 
the scope of analysis by addressing the fate 
of Greek Jews within the framework of the 
treatment of other minorities.3 Rozen’s work 
is important not only for all the reasons men-
tioned at the beginning of this review, but also 
because she goes beyond individual commu-
nities and reconstructs a broader geography, 
a common space, where the experience of 
these communities gains a new meaning. Un-
fortunately, the human geography she offers 
tackles the other ethnoreligious communities 
only to the extent they are interrelated with the 
Jewish one. This was the aim of her work and 
she magnificently achieves her goal. However, 
it is high time that scholars who specialise in 
Greek, Armenian, Jewish or Turkish studies 
seek ways to combine their research agendas 
and to take advantage of each other’s exper-
tise. This will definitely lead to a more com-
prehensive picture of the multi-communal so-
cieties of the Balkans, capable of raising new 
questions and broadening current debates.
FOOTNOTES
1  Vassilis Lambropoulos, “Must we keep talking 
about ‘the Balkans’”, in Tziovas Dimitris (ed.), 
Greece and the Balkans: Identities, Perceptions 
and Cultural Encounters since the Enlighten-
ment, London: Ashgate, 2003, p. 267.
2  Rena Molho, Salonica and Istanbul: Social, 
Political and Cultural Aspects of Jewish 
Life, Istanbul: Isis Press, 2005; Rıfat Bali, 
Cumhuriyet yıllarında Türkiye Yahudileri: bir 
Türkleştirme serüveni (1923–1945), İstanbul: 
İletişim Yayınları, 1999; Rıfat N. Bali, Musa’nın 
evlatları, Cumhuriyet’in yurttaşları, İstanbul: 
İletişim Yayınları, 2003.
3  Giorgos Margaritis, Ανεπιθύµητοι συµπατριώ-
τες. Τσάµηδες–Εβραίοι Στοιχεία για την κατα-
στροφή των µειονοτήτων της Ελλάδας, Athens: 
Βιβλιόραµα, 2005.
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George Dertilis 
Η Ιστορία του Ελληνικού 
Κράτους, 1830–1920
(The History of the Hellenic 
State, 1830–1920)
Athens: Estia, 2005. 2 vols, 
vol. 1, 108 pp.
by Kostas Kostis 
University of Athens
George Dertilis, with his great number of pub-
lications in Greek and other languages, has 
been a strong presence in Greek letters for 
the past thirty years. The History of the Hel-
lenic State is undoubtedly a distillation of all 
his previous work. It would be useful to take a 
quick look at his previous publications, based 
on this reviewer’s preferences, to explain why 
this book may be considered the epitome of 
his work.
Dertilis’s involvement in Greek histori-
ography began immediately after the res-
toration of democracy in Greece in 1974, a 
period in which new ideas were introduced 
to the Greek intellectual community. At the 
time Greek historiography was struggling to 
disentangle itself from the many ghosts of its 
own past. Some of them originated from an 
outdated political history based on the mysti-
fication of the past, while others were rooted 
in an aphoristic Marxist school of interpreta-
tion of the past.
In his first book, Social Transforma-
tion and Military Intervention (Κοινωνικός 
Μετασχηµατισµός και Στρατιωτική Επέµβαση, 
Athens: Exantas, 1979), Dertilis attempted 
to distance himself from both these direc-
tions, and managed to pave the way for a 
new method of research, which he followed 
consistently in the following years. One of 
the key features of this work, which allowed 
him to capture the dynamics of Greek society 
during the nineteenth century, was the simul-
taneous study of the political factor in relation 
to the economy.
The path paved by Dertilis became ap-
parent in his next book, The Banking Ques-
tion (Το Ζήτηµα των Τραπεζών, 1871–1873, 
Athens: ΜΙΕΤ, 1989), in which he investigated 
an ordinary event, that is the establishment 
of a bank in the 1870s, balancing it out be-
tween the fields of economics and political 
history. This proved to be a difficult venture 
as the genre of that period did not encourage 
such efforts. The book managed to cope with 
elaborated economical theories as well as 
detailed historical research in the archives. 
Yet, what made this book a milestone in 
Greek historiography was his narrative abil-
ity which overcame the difficulty of the com-
plicated notions he dealt with.
Dertilis’s next book, The Industrial 
Revolution and the Greek Economy (Ελλη-
νική Οικονοµία και Βιοµηχανική Επανάσταση, 
1830–1910, Athens: Sakkoulas, 1990) came as 
a surprise to many as it was purely economic 
history, which provided an analytical frame-
work for approaching the nineteenth-century 
Greek economy. This framework was subse-
quently adopted, explicitly or tacitly, by most 
Greek economic historians. But, it was not the 
economy alone that Dertilis was studying here; 
he also sought to introduce other factors into 
his economic analysis that would enrich it and 
make it more insightful.
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However, this work in some ways opened 
a parenthesis in Dertilis’s output, which he 
closed with his next work Fruitless or Fruitful 
(Ατελέσφοροι ή Τελεσφόροι; Φόροι και Εξουσία 
στο Ελληνικό Κράτος, Athens: Alexandria, 
1993). This book exemplifies his effort to 
understand the structure and functioning of 
the Greek taxation system. Avoiding a purely 
economical approach, it investigated the in-
terconnection between politics and econom-
ics, in the process taking into consideration 
fields of social life not dealt with in his previ-
ous works. 
From this assessment some basic char-
acteristics emerge which permeate his entire 
work, including The History of the Hellenic State.
The first is the special weight he gives 
to the narrative function. The thematic units 
that Dertilis takes up probably do not belong 
to what is, or at least what used to be, called 
“noble history”. Yet, the way in which he 
handles language lends it a nobility which is 
absent in most works by Greek historians.
The second is his emphasis, which 
frequently becomes persistent, on a strict 
methodology, which in turn makes his books 
resemble finely worked baroque structures.
The third is the political predisposition that 
characterises almost all his works, especially 
this one. His commentary on current events 
is often explicit, at times almost indiscernible, 
but always present. And this commentary is 
not expressed in the name of cheap histori-
cism, a customary phenomenon in contem-
porary Greek historical writing, but is based 
on well-thought-out reasoning about the rela-
tions between past and present, and between 
history, economics and political science.
The fourth is his persistence in disregard-
ing the boundaries between the realms in 
which he needs to move in order to analyse or 
understand complex and frequently overlap-
ping processes. The typical example of this 
point is his approach to the state, which will 
be discussed in greater detail below.
Fifth is his insistence on the balanced de-
velopment of both the theoretical structure of 
his work as well as its empirical buttresses, 
primary or secondary. This point should 
perhaps be regarded as self-evident in a 
scholarly work, but this reviewer fears it is 
not, judging from the recent output of Greek 
historiography. This insistence on his part 
derives, in my view, from a synthesis of the 
Anglo-Saxon education of which he is a prod-
uct and the French tradition that he adopted, 
or rather that adopted him, later.
All these abovementioned elements run 
through his entire work, but appear with 
particular vigour in The History of the Hellenic 
State.
Greek historiography is not short of 
‘histories of the Hellenic state’, even if these 
works do not always bear that particular ti-
tle. On the contrary, the subject is a popular 
field of research in Greece. If we try to isolate 
their common features, we could say that the 
works in question are distinguished either by 
their concentration on social theories about 
the state, with the result that their empirical 
evidence is limited, or by the fact that they 
are imbued with methodological monism, 
with the result that their interpretation of the 
state’s establishment is limited exclusively to 
the political field. What in daily life is regarded 
as self-evident, i.e. the special significance of 
the economic factor in the organisation of 
state activity, is frequently pushed aside as 
meaningless.
The result is that the state’s establishment 
is a field in which normative discourse contin-
ues to predominate. Most books analyse what 
the state should or should not have done, so 
that aphoristic remarks determine the quality 
of our knowledge about the fundamental phe-
nomenon of the state’s establishment.
http://epublishing.ekt.gr | e-Publisher: EKT | Downloaded at 11/01/2020 00:44:27 |
210
Book Reviews HISTOREIN
V
O
L
U
M
E
 6 (2006)
211
It is not necessary to read Dertilis’s entire 
book; one has only to skim through the table 
of contents to see the impressive differences 
in his approach compared with the exist-
ing literature about the state. The economy 
appears to permeate every aspect of his 
approach; the political factor, even when he 
analyses the development of the state, seems 
to be presented as less important, constitut-
ing a dependent variable in the model.
However this is only a secondary phenom-
enon. His aim is to write a “comprehensive 
history”, in which the economy constitutes but 
a pebble in the mosaic of the phenomenon of 
the state’s establishment, methodological as 
well as narrative, for understanding the so-
cial phenomenon in its entirety. None of the 
factors that are essential to his approach to 
the state are missing from his analysis. They 
are merely subjugated to a logic that is both 
personal and original.
We should point out that the phrase “logic 
that is both personal and original” should not be 
regarded as implying arbitrariness or ignoring 
the international literature. On the contrary, 
the methodological thoroughness that dis-
tinguishes the author’s work leads him to 
lay down the theoretical framework of his ap-
proach to the state in the first few pages of his 
book. He condenses it into one paragraph un-
der the heading “Multiple aspects of the state”. 
This is a subject to which he has devoted many 
years of work, and knows well how to handle.
In his overview, he moves easily from 
the microlevel of the rural or petit-bourgeois 
family, the civil servant, the capitalist and the 
notable, as they crop up in the archives, the 
empirical material designated by a name and 
an adjective; then he shifts, without making 
any theoretical concessions, to the macrolev-
el of social groups: farmers, the middle class, 
industrialists, bankers, and local capitalists 
as well as those of the diaspora.
A similar approach to the state gives 
Dertilis the opportunity to deal with the ideo-
logical components from which the state was 
formed as well those political factors which 
have been decisive in its development, the 
social processes that it generates but also 
that generate it, and the economic dynamics 
without which the state phenomenon would 
have remained artlessly suspended in the 
realm of political theory.
But since we are talking about history, or 
to be precise about the work of a historian, 
one point that Dertilis frequently stresses is 
that we should not forget that what interests 
us is the distinguishing, the specific. The Hel-
lenic state is a special case, as every state is 
of course, but identifying its particularities 
and avoiding commonplaces or hackneyed 
maxims is not necessarily easy. Dertilis 
uses his theoretical charts as instruments to 
penetrate the particular conditions in Greece, 
and based on them, as pointed out earlier, 
he employs an impressive body of evidence, 
archival and otherwise, which he has system-
atically collected in recent years.
In this way, the various forms of “depend-
ence on foreign powers” that were until very 
recently not only very popular themes in 
Greek historiography, but were basic inter-
pretative parameters in Greek history, have 
been converted into changes in geopolitical 
and geo-economic conditions and included 
in a broader discussion. Similarly, issues 
on public and private investments have lost 
the voluntaristic character which the relevant 
literature ascribed to them, and have taken on 
a different meaning as they are flanked by the 
logic of business strategies.
Economic policies too are no longer inter-
preted unilaterally; they are rather interpreted 
by taking into consideration the mechanisms 
of social and political networking. And finally, 
the economic development of the Hellenic 
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state is no longer seen to constitute a simplistic 
process buried in the domain of the economy, 
but has become a complex social product.
We could cite many other examples of 
how problems that Greek historiography has 
always handled and continues to handle, if not 
somewhat naively at least unilaterally, acquire 
a sociological dimension in this book and, tak-
en together, constitute a network of interlinked 
variables that determine the process by which 
the Hellenic state was constituted. Such ex-
amples, however, would be both meaningless 
and tiring. Suffice it to say that one cannot find 
in this book a single factor that theoretically 
affected the formation of the state and which 
has not been taken into account.
The result of this approach is the strict 
conceptualisation of phenomena, which in 
turn offers the possibilities of comparison 
with other counterpart phenomena, espe-
cially in southern Europe. And it is precisely 
these factors that allow us to single out the 
Greek particularity, and that is what makes 
Dertilis’s work a history book par excellence.
All this may create the impression that 
we are dealing with a ponderous and inac-
cessible book. This would be a mistake. Once 
again Dertilis has written a book with a flaw-
less narrative, as delightful to read as it is 
easy to understand.
At the same time, it is a book which, albeit 
unobtrusively and certainly less obtrusively 
than his earlier works, contains political and 
social commentary. Frequently, Dertilis says 
no more than what his analysis indicates; in 
other cases, he is particularly trenchant when 
talking about present-day Greece. His section 
about the evolution of taxation policy in the 
country, in particular, cannot possibly be read, 
in our view, without reminding the reader con-
stantly of instances from current conditions in 
Greece. Similarly, his analysis of the financial 
dimension of Greece’s parliamentary regime 
cannot fail to generate questions about the 
current situation. Advocating that historiog-
raphy should play an active role in daily life, 
Dertilis regards the fact as self-evident that 
his work should include a political dimension.
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Recent years have witnessed a fresh inter-
est in the Roman Inquisition. Currently most 
information on it comes from the tribunals 
in Venice and its dependent cities on the 
terraferma (mainland). Regardless of their 
subject matter, the four books under review 
serve as examples of current debates on the 
use of Inquisition documents as transparent 
accounts of historical reality and epitomise 
the level of sophistication Inquisition studies 
has reached. At the same time, this debate 
reflects a wider concern over the methodo-
logical implications pertinent to the study of 
early modern judicial records.1
First published in 1993, John Martin’s 
Venice’s Hidden Enemies remains a unique 
study on the diffusion of Reformation ideas in 
sixteenth-century Venice. In a city, which for 
long evoked an image of social harmony and 
stability thanks to the preservation of Renais-
sance republican principles, Martin shows the 
emergence of religious tension and the blur-
ring of the line demarcating orthodoxy and 
dissent, which the coming of the Inquisition 
suppressed from the late 1550s onwards. 
Martin relies on Inquisition documents com-
posed up to the 1580s (when reform ideas 
ceased to be the tribunal’s major concern) 
to map reform currents, to trace networks 
of Evangelicals, Anabaptists, Millenarians 
and Antitrinitarians and to highlight the mal-
leability of religious dissenters’ identities. 
Martin recognises that, despite their pitfalls, 
a careful reading of Inquisition documents 
can open a window to the accused persons’ 
beliefs. In the tradition initiated by Carlo Ginz-
burg, Martin argues that the dialogic nature of 
trial records, especially in those cases where 
the accused did not echo the interrogator, al-
lows the historian to discern the voice of the 
accused. However, Martin not only brings to 
light individual cases of dissenters but pro-
vides a compelling sociological analysis of 
heresy. The social and cultural forces that re-
sulted in stricter hierarchical structures and 
more limited access to the sacred shaped the 
religious pursuits of those elite artisans and 
professionals who turned to Evangelism and 
those less privileged artisans and workers 
who embraced Anabaptist beliefs, envision-
ing a more egalitarian world like that of late 
fifteenth-century Venice.
The Inquisition’s investigation into the 
diffusion of reform ideas in the area of Friuli 
concerns most of the twenty-six trial dossi-
ers from the Archivio Arcivescovile di Udine, 
edited by Andrea Del Col as part of a wider 
project involving the publication of documents 
from the Inquisition in Friuli. In a lengthy in-
troduction Del Col offers a forceful argument 
against treating Inquisition trial records as 
ethnographic descriptions or transparent 
dialogues. Inquisition documents were in-
struments in the judicial process of othering 
and as such they constitute indirect sources 
for the beliefs of suspects and defendants. 
Inquisitors usually worked within the frame-
work of specific accusations; rarely did they 
probe into the beliefs of the interrogated, and 
with their leading questions they left little 
leeway to suspects to express themselves 
beyond the line of interrogation. Created 
within the realm of officialdom, Inquisition 
documents were framed by judicial techni-
calities and were intended for the repressive 
workings of the tribunal. Thus, Inquisition 
records can be mainly used for reconstruct-
ing the operation of the court.
Del Col’s argument is put into practice by 
Franco Nardon’s reworking of the benandanti, 
the members of an agrarian fertility cult in the 
Friuli region, made known to early modern-
ists by Carlo Ginzburg’s magisterial microhis-
torical study, which offered new perspectives 
on the study of popular culture and the imple-
mentation of the Catholic Church’s post-Tri-
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dentine ideals, as well as introducing histori-
ans to the fascinating world of the Inquisition 
records preserved in Italian archives.2 The 
benandanti believed that their spirits en-
gaged in battles with witches to protect the 
crop, which in the Inquisitors’ opinions made 
them practitioners of witchcraft. According to 
Ginzburg, by the mid-seventeenth century, 
the benandanti themselves had incorporated 
the inquisitorial schema. Nardon presents a 
revisionist argument and a new methodolog-
ical outlook. According to him, as late as the 
eighteenth century the benandanti continued 
to consider themselves as healers. Informed 
by anthropology and following a close tex-
tual analysis and, in contrast to Ginzburg, 
relying on the trial records in their entirety, 
Nardon points out that different Inquisitors 
had different preoccupations. Their agendas, 
shifting from witchcraft to popular medical 
practices, largely shaped their understanding 
of the benandanti and directed their investiga-
tions into different aspects of their conduct. 
Nardon contends that what we can ‘hear’ in 
Inquisition records is nothing but the Inquisi-
tor’s voice, the workings of the court and its 
repressive technology.
Echoing Del Col’s warning, Anne Jacobson 
Schutte’s study brings us to the less-studied 
territory of seventeenth- and eighteenth-cen-
tury inquisitorial activity with twelve cases of 
pretence of holiness, involving nine women 
and seven men who claimed that they went 
into ecstasies, lived on communion alone, 
and reported visions and corporal signs of 
communication with God. The sixteen people 
brought before the Inquisition could hardly 
comply with the criteria of holiness gradu-
ally established by the Catholic Church of the 
Counter-Reformation. Though a marginal of-
fence from a statistical point of view, offences 
of feigned holiness offer rare insights into the 
operation of the Inquisition and the gradual 
standardisation of access to the sacred in the 
Counter-Reformation Church in Italy. Schutte 
rightly stresses that pretence of holiness 
developed into a form of discourse. The first 
case of pretence of holiness, which came to 
the attention of the Holy Office in 1618, pe-
tered out after preliminary investigation. Until 
the 1630s the tribunal was not equipped to 
pursue the offence. It took some time for the 
discourse to evolve and crystallise, and for 
the tribunal to standardise its practice. Mov-
ing back to fifteenth-century writings on the 
‘discernment of spirits’, Schutte unravels the 
construction of the discourse and examines 
how Inquisitors applied it. The discourse on 
feigned holiness was conditioned by gender 
bias and social status. This was of particular 
importance in cases involving single, un-
educated women of low to modest social 
origins, ‘little women’ from the theologians’ 
perspective, whose agency the Church’s 
confessional and disciplinary agenda sought 
to curtail. Schutte redefines Del Col’s view on 
the repressive workings of the tribunal, but at 
the same time her argument on the discur-
sive operation of the Inquisition re-opens a 
methodological window into the world of the 
accused. Instead of searching for ‘real voices’, 
historians might still be able to use Inquisition 
documents to enquire into issues of identity, 
self-fashioning strategies and agency, by an-
alysing the way defendants operated within 
webs of notions some of which were gradu-
ally deemed unacceptable by the Church.
The operation of the Inquisition in Italy 
was not necessarily synonymous with uni-
formity, though uniformity was its purpose. 
Inquisitorial activity developed along various 
lines, ranging from persecution to reconcili-
ation and disciplinary re-education. Though 
well invested in theology and canon law, 
judges often went through a learning proc-
ess before standardising their approach to 
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certain offences.3 We are still far from having 
a complete picture of the Inquisition in early 
modern Italy,4 but these nuanced studies un-
der review point out how the Inquisition fits 
into an emerging image of the Church in Italy 
after the Council of Trent. Recent research 
has prompted historians to question the older 
view of the period after Trent as a one-way 
repressive imposition of Counter-Reforma-
tion ideals. Though the social and religious 
landscape of the Italian peninsula did not re-
main the same after Trent, the period is now 
better understood as a prolonged process of 
negotiation and reciprocal relation between 
the centres and peripheries of ecclesiastical 
authority and social forces. Under this new 
configuration, interest has shifted from dis-
cerning the voice of those who fell victim to 
inquisitorial activity to the operation of power, 
the mechanisms of repression, disciplinary 
reform and the categorisation of religious 
deviance. At the same time, there is a shift 
from microhistory to larger-scale studies, 
which nonetheless have been influenced by 
and maintain some of microhistory’s main 
techniques: close textual analysis and thick 
narrative. As the older paradigm is viewed 
with more scepticism we are returning to 
pre-Ginzburg ‘stories’ of the tribunal; how-
ever, this time not to view it from a legal and 
institutional perspective but as a disciplinary 
apparatus, and as a ‘workshop’ of identity 
formation-construction.
FOOTNOTES
1  See for instance, Joanne M. Ferraro, Marriage 
Wars in Late Renaissance Venice, Oxford and 
New York: Oxford UP, 2001; Laura Gowing, 
Common Bodies: Women, Touch and Power in 
Seventeenth-Century England, New Haven and 
London: Yale UP, 2003; Leslie Peirce, Morality 
Tales: Law and Gender in the Ottoman Court 
of Aintab, Berkeley: University of California 
Press, 2003.
2  Carlo Ginzburg, I Benandanti: Stregoneria e 
culti agrari tra Cinquecento e Seicento, Turin: 
Einaudi, 1966; in English: The Night Battles. 
Witchcraft and Agrarian Cults in the Sixteenth 
and Seventeenth Centuries, trans. John and 
Anne Tedeschi, Baltimore: Johns Hopkins UP, 
1983.
3  Recent scholarship on censorship and the 
Index, which were also under the jurisdiction 
of the Inquisition, has detected tension and 
gradual formalisation: Gigliola Fragnito (ed.), 
Church, Censorship and Culture in Early Mod-
ern Italy, Cambridge: Cambridge UP, 2001.
4  A much-anticipated study on early modern 
Italian Inquisitions is being prepared by 
Christopher Black of Glasgow University to be 
published by Yale UP. 
Powered by TCPDF (www.tcpdf.org)
http://epublishing.ekt.gr | e-Publisher: EKT | Downloaded at 11/01/2020 00:44:27 |
